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Congratulations to Hannah S. Wilder  (Mariposa Plaza). She recently earned her Creative 
Writing Certificate at Santa Fe Community College and won several Katie Besser Writing 
Awards. For her essay titled ?Moving Like the Wind? Hannah was awarded first prize in the 
Personal Essay category. She also received honorable mentions with one fiction story 
and two poems. Hannah writes under the pen name Hannah S. Wiseheart in 

honor of her great-great-grandmother Charlotte 
Wiseheart.  

On May 1, Hannah read from her prize-winning 
pieces to an appreciative audience at Collected 
Works Bookstore. 

Hannah S. Wilder -  Winning Words

It was May 10, 1978. Christy and Butch Croshaw were having sod laid in their new Park Plazas back yard. Thanks to 
developer Walt Chapman, whom the Croshaws describe as easygoing, kind and community-oriented, the grass was 
going in before the formal closing, which was scheduled for May 11. By the weekend, the Croshaws were settling into 
their new home. They were the first residents of the cul-de-sac that would be called Piñon Plaza, on Plaza Azul.  

Forty years later, the Croshaws are still comfortably ensconced in their single-level townhome. Their son Scott, who was 
6 when they moved in, is now an engineer living in Albuquerque with his wife Angela and two boys, 9-year-old Matthew 
and 13-year-old Thomas. Scott shares his parents? happy memories of the ?formative years? of Park Plazas. 

Christy and Butch (whose given name is George) were living in an ordinary tract 
neighborhood close to the high school when they saw newspaper ads for Chapman?s new 
community, including what Butch remembers as beautiful renderings of the planned 
homes. Intrigued, they ventured out to take a look, driving into Cisne and Nube, where the 
first model homes were open. ?We were impressed that the streets didn?t have normal 
curbs and gutters? and with the amount of open space,? Butch recalls. ?It seemed unique 
and was also surprisingly affordable.? 

On their first visit, Walt Chapman walked them along the start of a paved pathway. ?He 
was such a pleasant person,? says Christy. ?And wow, we could see how great Park Plazas 
would be for our son.? Eventually, they chose a floor plan and were able to buy a house 
that was already under construction. Butch smiles, remembering the $100 in earnest 
money they had to put down? notwithstanding the substantial number of changes they 
requested to make the home work for them. 

And indeed, Piñon Plaza turned out to be perfect for Scott. ?There are 18 homes in the 
cul-de-sac,? Christy explains, ?and there were also 18 kids. Several homes had two or three 
children and the largest two-story townhouse had four.? The parents quickly organized, 
with one mom or dad deputized each day to be sure the kids all got to school safely. Along 

the community?s west fence-line there was a gate that opened directly to Piñon Elementary School, so there was no 
need to cross streets or battle traffic. After school, there were plenty of activities for children, many centered around 
play areas that were then called Tot Lot 1 (with basketball and a fort constructed of old railroad ties) and Tot Lot 2 
(traditional playground equipment). Better yet, the south boundary of Park Plazas was not yet fenced, and a 
winding dirt path led to a barn with horses eager for carrots and other treats. (Butch notes there later was a special 
assessment? $25 per household, he believes? to complete the perimeter fence.) 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS IN PARK PLAZAS
Butch and Christy Croshaw ... so many memories!

on your neighbor
SPOTLIGHT
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I love the 7 miles of walking trails and preserved open space which I walk through daily. I am so grateful 
to Oscar and his crew for lovingly tending to and maintaining our ?community of 1000 trees? that includes 
fruit trees of every variety. I think Park Plazas is one of the most beautiful communities in Santa Fe. I love 
the sense of community I share with others who live in Park Plazas.

What makes living in Park Plazas special for you?
I live in Park Plazas for the great people who are my neighbors, its central 
location in town and the opportunity to purchase a special home. - Michael Soloway (Chamisa Plaza)

- Ann Painter (Nieve Plaza)

My wife Clarice and I have liked Park Plaza in the 19 years we have lived here (1) because our homes are 
just the right size to keep up, to  garden if you like, and to use for entertaining; and (2) because in our  
cul-de-sacs we are close enough to neighbors to ask for help if we need it, to share common things, and to 
help someone else as an expression of American sense of community if they have a problem.

- Charles Cole (Orquidea Plaza)

Initially, Park Plazas was designed for young families 
with children. Butch, who worked for the state in 
information technology, remembers a number of state 
and federal employees, as well as several attorneys, 
making their homes here. On weekends and summer 
evenings, neighbors gathered at what was called the 
Green Field, where the community garden and 
pétanque piste are now located. One of the original 
residents, Tom Brady, had a riding lawn mower, which 
was used to cut the Green Field?s luxuriant grass. Family 
pastimes included softball, soccer, kickball and croquet, 
plus kite-flying contests and annual Easter egg hunts. 

Christy worked from her home studio 
as a decorative artist, painting her 
designs onto crocks and canister sets. 
Many were sold to shops in Santa Fe 
and other southwestern cities, such as 
Albuquerque, Durango and El Paso. 
Larger items were often commissioned 
as special orders, including chairs and 
one notable painted rocking horse. 
Woman?s Day magazine featured 
Christy?s pieces in one of its 

craft-focused issues. Because she was home-based, 
while most of the other women went off to work in 
offices, Christy ended up being the cul-de-sac?s 

unofficial ?block mother,? doing her best to keep 
after-school mayhem under control. 

Today, the Croshaws are avid walkers, typically logging 
three or more miles each day on 
the Park Plazas walking paths. In 
previous years, Butch was a 
long-distance runner. He 
regularly ran the Pikes Peak 
Ascent, which climbs over 7,800 
feet to the top of the 14,115-foot 
peak. They are also world 
travelers, and Butch takes 
beautiful photos which he pulls 
together into memory books that 
capture their adventures.

Reminiscing recently about their 40 years in Park 
Plazas, Butch and Christy named dozens of original 
residents and had made notes with long lists of old 
friends and neighbors. I came away thinking how 
fortunate we are to have people like the Croshaws who 
can share memories of earlier days in Park Plazas. ?It 
still seems like a special place to us,? Butch says, ?and I 
guess that?s why we?re still here.? With a grin, he adds, 
?Good thing we bought this one-story townhome 
instead of the two-story unit we initially thought we?d 
like.? 
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Join us for a  docent-led tour followed 
by optional lunch at Museum Hill Cafe.  

All Park Plazas ladies are welcome!

LADIES of  PARK PLAZAS
of the 

MONTH
At t icus and Mako love      
playing t ogether.

At t icus and Ginger look                                               
for  other t eam members.

Mako and Donny - some qualit y t raining t ime.

LADIES of  PARK PLAZAS

- Jane Morris

Where: 10:00-Santa Fe Botanical Garden
                11:30-Museum Hill Cafe

PETS

RSVP by June 15: Trudy  trudy.eiron@gmail.com
Specify tour or lunch or both.

1 -
 
2 - 

3 - 

When: Friday, June 22   

JUNE IS THE ONLY MONTH WHEN 
YOU?LL FIND PEONIES IN THE GARDEN!

mailto:trudy.eiron@gmail.com
mailto:trudy.eiron@gmail.com


Planned for September.  Email us to be included!
PARK PLAZAS STUDIO TOUR!

Please email us any news you'd like to share with 
your neighbors - club activities, social gatherings, 
art exhibits, readings, any good news! 
PPCC Staff: Laurie Glaze, Kathy Hargrave, Jane 
Morris, Sharon Shoemaker, and Trudy Eiron.
ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com

Do you have NEWS to share?

NEIGHBORHOOD HAPPY HOUR     SUNDAY, JUNE 10

Summer means being outdoors and spending time with friends and neighbors.  Join us as we kick off the 
season with a happy hour gathering on Sunday, June 10, 5:00-7:30pm at the Picnic Ramada next to the 
Community Garden.  Bring your favorite beverages and some finger food along with your lawn chairs.  And 
don?t forget to invite a neighbor to join you!!  

COME CELEBRATE SUMMER AND MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS!

- Elected four Officers to one year terms.
- Members requested that copies of 

minutes, agendas, and financials be posted 
on website prior to meetings .

- Members discussed interest in reviewing 
bylaws. President supported but no 
motion was made. 

- Member discussed need for fresh water at 
dog park. Board discussed possible 
options. 

- Board discussed possible removal or 
replacement of outdated Parcourse 
equipment. 

- Board continued discussions on need for 
professional Reserve Fund study.  

- Board discussed need to identify 
investment vehicles with better rates of 
return. 

SANTA FE WATER USE RESTRICTIONS: 
- NO OUTSIDE WATERING - 10am to 6pm from 

May 1 - October 31.  
- Watering during the cooler times of the day is 

water-wise and better for your plants.
- Limit watering to 3 days a week.
- Runoff is prohibited.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
https:/ /www.santafenm.gov/water_use_restrictions

REPORT WATER WASTE.  HOTLINE -  (505) 955-4222.

Helpful TIP

PARK PLAZAS STUDIO TOUR!
Planned for Fall.  Email us to be included!
ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com

APRIL
BOARD
MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS

Springtime in Park Plazas

MAY
Board Meeting
Wed., May 23

6:30 pm
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