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On Sunday, July 7, the dog park?s tire jump was seriously damaged. By coincidence, Fritz 
Rothdach (La Luz) had spotted several rowdy adults with three large dogs in the park earlier 
that evening. Later, he happened to see them cross Camino Carlos Ray and disappear into a 
backyard. When the breakage was discovered Monday morning, Fritz and other regulars 
theorized that these non-resident individuals had swung or hung on the dog-only 
equipment. ?I don?t know if it was vandalism or stupidity,? he explains, ?but it 

wasn?t your typical summertime mischief. Kids wouldn?t 
have the strength.? Fritz quickly assessed the damage 
and went to work on the repairs. Within days, the tire 
jump was back up, gleaming in the morning sunlight. At 
its July meeting, the PPCSA Board agreed that a key/lock 

system should be installed. ?We?re gonna try it, and there 
could be a better sign,? Fritz says. ?There shouldn?t be kids under 14 in the dog park 
without a responsible adult.? He emphasizes the personal generosity of folks who have 
contributed to the park, and encourages dog-lovers to bring toys, which are always in 
demand. Watching the pups at play, he adds: ?It?s delightful to have so many dogs that 
get along. And good to know the park is adding to our property values.? 

The lock will be installed soon.  If you use the dog park, check with the PPCSA 
office about obtaining your key. 

Fritz Rothdach ?  Dog Park?s Mr. Fix- I t 

on your neighbor
SPOTLIGHT

She?s 37 years old, with an accounting degree and a background in hospitality work,    
including hotel management. She is also a licensed massage therapist and is finishing 
up her master?s degree in mental health counseling. We?re delighted to introduce 
Stephanie Davis-Namm, our new Park Plazas manager.  

Following two weeks of training, working side-by-side with departing manager Mike 
Strijek, Stephanie?s first ?solo? day on the job was August 1. Her normal 
hours are 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM, but she emphasizes that she?s always on 
call in the event of an emergency. Residents can reach Stephanie at 
505-471-8809 or via email at managerppcsa@qwestoffice.net. 

After spending most of her life in Albuquerque, Stephanie and her partner 
(originally from New York City) moved up to Santa Fe in January. They 
are renting a house in the Country Club area and planning to buy a place 
of their own in the next couple of years. ?We love living in Santa Fe,? 
Stephanie says. ?We still wake up feeling like we?re on vacation.?  

When she saw the ad for the manager?s position, Stephanie thought the 
job sounded like a good fit for her hospitality background and accounting 
skills. She also liked the hours, which would work with her school 
schedule and massage therapy appointments. ?Growing up, I was encouraged to make myself have many 
different trades,? she explains. ?I don?t want to do counseling full-time, and I don?t want to do massage therapy all 
day long. I like to interact with people, and I?m excited to have the opportunity to help keep Park Plazas special.? 
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WELCOME STEPHANIE / FAREWELL MIKE

EVENT AT PARK PLAZAS RAMADA

Santa Fe TradFest is almost here! For the third year, New Mexico?s favorite 
traditional music festival will be held at Camp Stoney, 10 miles from Park Plazas on 
the historic Old Santa Fe Trail. The festival, which takes place August 23-25, 
features bluegrass, old-time, regional, Hispanic and Native American music from 
local, regional and national performers. Come spend some time with your 
neighbors ?  several are organizers of the event ?  and enjoy great music in a 
beautiful wooded setting! For more information, link out to SantaFeTradFest.org. 

IT'S TIME FOR THE SANTA FE TradFest!!!
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From setup days to Market weekend July 12-14, volunteers from Park Plazas 
helped make Santa Fe?s 16th annual International Folk Art Market a big success.

, 

http://SantaFeTradFest.org.
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Estate Pros works with families and businesses to develop a comprehensive 
plan? usually occurring as a result of a move, illness or death? to sort, purge, organize, 

package, ship, donate and sell personal possessions. These can be times of tremendous stress, which makes 
Karen?s creative but systematic approach even more valuable.  

The Lunch4Life presentation will be held from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm in the conference room at The Montecito 
Santa Fe, 500 Rodeo Road. Attendees will order from the lunch menu. Seating is limited. Please RSVP by 
September 4 to Laurie Glaze at laurieglaze@gmail.com or 713-829-7276.  

And on October 23, join us as Sheila Doran-Benyon, co-founder of Villages of Santa Fe, introduces us to this 
nationally recognized model of ?one-stop shopping?? providing services to help members age safely and 
successfully in their own homes. Follow the link for more information: https://www.villagesofsantafe.org/. Details of 
luncheon to follow.  

YOU'RE INVITED TO

4Lunch Life

As the second quarter ended, there were two homes active on the market in Park Plazas. By mid-July, both 
properties were under contract. For the first time in recent memory, almost three weeks went by when there 
was not a single Park Plazas home listed for sale. (And the new early-August listing was under contract in 
just four days.) Talk about a seller?s market! 

In her second quarter report, Lise Knouse provides an update on sales within Park Plazas, including some 
historical data for the last three years. Follow the link to read her report on our Community Connections website,  
https://www.parkplazascommunityconnections.org/businesses?lightbox=dataItem-jykpmzvq

Demand Outstrips Supply in Park Plazas Real Estate 

DON'T MISS THE ANNUAL PPCSA POTLUCK!
Our new manager, Stephanie Davis-Namm, will coordinate her first Park Plazas Potluck, set for Saturday, 
September 7, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Plan to bring your favorite dish and enjoy spending time with 
neighbors. As in previous years, the potluck will be held in the grassy area off Plaza Rojo (closest to Fresa). 
Watch your mail slot or go to www.parkplazas.com for more details.

Did you know that for more than a decade the Santa Fe New Mexican has published 
a Pet Calendar, with winners selected through a complex contest that raises funds 
for local pet-related charities? It turns out that the top dog for August 2019 lives 
right here in Park Plazas. His name is Ted, he?s six years old, and he belongs to 
residents Cindy Edds and Don Egedy. They describe Ted, a Shepherd/Basset 
Hound mix, as ?our special ?spare parts dog? ?  big head, large body, long tail, 
and short legs. He brings a smile to everyone?s face.? If you?re inspired to vote for 
a few favorites in the 2020 competition now under way, find more information at 

https://my.360photocontest.com/santafepetcontest.  

MEET MR. AUGUST

Join your friends and neighbors on Wednesday, September 11, for the second in our 
Lunch4Life series. Karen Hyatt (Manzana) will introduce us to Estate Pros LLC and talk 
about the services her company provides, including property distribution, aging in place, 
downsizing, inventory and relocation. Her presentation focuses on relatively simple steps 
we can take now to make things easier down the road. 

BOOKS COMING & GOING
"Reading a book gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are.?  Those are the wise words 
of Mason Cooley, known for his aphorisms. For summer reading, stop by the Park Plazas Little 
Free Library, which is located on the walking path just past the cactus garden on the south 
side of Plaza Blanca (adjoining the tunnel under Plaza Blanca). Handcrafted by David Samora 
(Mariposa), it?s a delightful contribution to our community. Take a book you haven?t read and 
leave one you?ve finished for a neighbor to enjoy. 

, 
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Helpful TIP
The July issue of Park Plazas News reported on a new City of Santa Fe recycling requirement, mandating that 
individuals bring unused portions of paint and solvents to the recycling center. (In the past, residents were able 
to deposit paint, solvent and stucco containers near the Park Plazas dumpster for the crew to deliver in bulk.)  

It?s important to know that you can? and should? deposit dry or solidified paint in your garbage can. Because 
of their toxic residue, paint and solvent cans and containers are never recycled. To dry out a paint can, mix in 
kitty litter, sawdust or paint hardener. Once the paint is dried (no longer runny), place the container in your 
green garbage barrel.  

If you have a useful quantity of paint left over from a project, consider donating it through a resource like 
craigslist.  

Follow the link for more information: https://www.sfswma.org/hazardous-waste/oils-paints/. 

How to Recycle Paints and Solvents
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THANK YOU
to our Community Connections sponsors 

whose support  will enable us to cont inue 
growing and enhancing out reach!

Due to scheduling issues, we have decided to postpone our planned Studio Stroll & Book Fair. We hope 
to make the event happen sometime next year.  Special thanks to Judy Boyd for all her hard work.

2nd Annual Park Plazas Studio Stroll & Book Fair

As the announcement stated, ?Stephanie?s references emphasized her strong 
communication skills, including her ability to listen, solve problems, and mediate 
challenging situations.? While it?s different from any work she?s previously 
done? presenting a growth and learning opportunity? Stephanie feels she is 
well-positioned to be successful. She appreciates the fact that Park Plazas is a ?tight 
community, where neighbors know each other,? and she singles out Oscar as one of our 
most valuable assets. ?He?s definitely my go-to guy,? Stephanie adds with a smile. 

While she?s continuing to learn the ropes here in Park Plazas, Stephanie is 
also preparing for the required internship in her mental health counseling 
program. (She is a graduate student at University of the Southwest, based 
in Hobbs, taking most of her classes online.) She will be interning at Santa 
Fe?s Solace Crisis Treatment Center, which serves people who have 
experienced sexual violence and other traumas. ?Solace is located quite 
close to Park Plazas,? she says, ?so again, it seems like a good fit for the 
diverse kind of career I?m seeking.? 

Stephanie tells me she can see herself being our manager for at least a dozen years. ?I want to help keep Park 
Plazas looking good, and I also want to do everything I can to encourage community involvement.? Clearly, 
Stephanie will bring an impressive and unique set of skills to the manager?s job. We wish her well in her new 
role? and look forward to working with her as she puts her own special stamp on the position.  

(Continued from Page 1)

?  Jane Morris

https://www.sfswma.org/hazardous-waste/oils-paints/


If you are a morning person and have driven north on Siler Road between 6:00 and 9:00 am on any Thursday, 
you have likely experienced some traffic congestion. The vehicles are turning left at 1222 Siler, headed for 
Feeding Santa Fe, which is located at the back of the building in which Kitchen Angels and Kitchenality are 
housed. For the last seven months Barrett Markland (Cordero) has been a Feeding Santa Fe volunteer. 

Q. Santa Fe has many volunteer opportunities. What made you select Feeding Santa Fe? 

A. My professional career has focused on health and human services policy? getting 
laws and regulations passed that expand services for people with disabilities, those 
who lack income and/or have other circumstances that result in need. I wanted to 
complement my work experience by volunteering where services promote food and 
housing for individuals who could use help. Feeding Santa Fe gives me the chance to 
be part of direct service delivery, a very practical ?where the rubber meets the road? 
approach. 

Q. How does Feeding Santa Fe work? 

A. Feeding Santa Fe is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization that provides free food for 
anyone who shows up on Thursday mornings. Volunteers typically work on Tuesday 
and Wednesday each week to put dry staples in brown paper grocery bags. Fresh 
produce is added to the bags early Thursday.  

Q. How many cars drive through Feeding Santa Fe each week? 

A. The number of bags distributed varies, sometimes due to weather conditions, 
but during most months, between 450 and 700 bags are given away every 
Thursday morning. 

Q. What is in a typical bag when it is distributed? 

A.. Bag contents vary, but we try to ensure a rice or pasta, beans, at least two cans of vegetables, fresh eggs, 
bread and whatever produce has been donated. Recently, we have had melons, squash, onions, tomatoes and 
sweet potatoes. Eggs and canned goods are usually purchased through cooperative agreements with local 
grocery stores. The Food Depot shares bread and other items for the bags. 

Q. Is there any charge for getting a bag of groceries?  

A.There is no charge and no questions are asked. Some recipients choose to donate small change or used 
grocery bags (which saves us the expense of purchasing bags). As a relative newcomer, I?ve enjoyed seeing the 
camaraderie between longtime volunteers and those getting bags. Some have known each other for a decade or 
more. I was working one day when a woman showed her appreciation by giving us homemade tamales! 

Q. How can others help?  

A. Volunteers are welcomed any Thursday morning, as I was after hearing a presentation at Santa Fe?s 100 
Women Who Care organization. We have a large number of ?regulars? right now, but that can change. If you wish 
to donate cash or food items, please do so. Some folks give jars of peanut butter, which is always a valued ?plus? 
in the bags. See the website, feedingsantafe.org, for more information. 

GIGS

olunteer
GREATVWhy I?m a Volunteer with 

FEEDING SANTA FE
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Taking a break from her volunteer 
duties, Barrett recently enjoyed an 

Alaskan adventure. Unfortunately, she 
is still recovering from the serious 

illness she contracted along the way.

http://feedingsantafe.org


JULY BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Board Member(s) Absent:  Drew Shurbet, Richard White
Number of Residents in Attendance:  10 
   

- New Park Plazas Manager ? Board approved hiring of new manager Stephanie 
Davis-Namm. 

- Financial Report ? Treasurer Arnold Valerio stated that Association is in sound 
financial position, with positive fund balance after first six months of fiscal year operations.  

- Bylaws Review Committee ? Diane Graves reported that five of six members of review committee have 
been identified: Richard White, Diane Graves, Laurie Glaze, Barrett Markland and Peter Whitman. A sixth 
member is to be determined. Gary Lutes reported that the attorney is working through both sets of 
governance documents.  

- Newsletter ? Deirdre Stiles reported that she will serve as Editor of Park Plazas News and is working on new 
content.  

- Manager?s Report ? Mike reported that he and Stephanie have been working to acquaint her with Park 
Plazas operations. He stated that the new system for reading the water meters is functional. Work on the 
par course is almost complete, and Oscar and the two crew members are working to catch up with 
landscaping maintenance.  

- Common-Area Tree Damaging Residence ? Last month a resident presented information on a ?bleeding? 
Russian Olive tree that is potentially damaging a neighbor?s home. Gary Lutes stated that the Architectural 
Control Committee has determined that the Association has no obligation to undertake repairs and that the 
?bleeding? could occur from sources other than the tree. The Board determined that it does not need to take 
any action. 

- Common-Area Steps ? Last month a resident expressed concerns regarding the lack of a handrail on 
newly rebuilt steps leading to the walking path from the parking area between Cisne and Cordero. Believing 
that the Association is not in violation of any building codes, Board members questioned whether adding 
handrails would set any kind of precedent in similar situations throughout Park Plazas. The Board agreed 
not to make a final decision until more information can be obtained from the City.  

- Dog Park Vandalism ? Resident sent letter to Board regarding recent vandalism within the dog park and 
recommending that a key/lock system be implemented. The Board approved a key/lock system, like that 
used at the tennis courts, to be installed ASAP. Interested persons will register at the office to obtain keys.  

- Labor Day Party Committee ? A resident  presented the Board with a proposal to coordinate the Labor 
Day picnic. The Board asked her to submit specifics, including a budget, prior to the August board meeting. 
Arnold volunteered to be the Board?s representative on the committee. 

- Welcome Stephanie/Farewell Mike Event ? Deirdre and Diane announced plans to hold an event on 
Monday, July 29, at the ramada near the community garden. Flyer invitations have been placed in all mail 
slots and on the PPCSA website.  

- Meeting adjourned at 7:40 and Board went into Executive Session.  

AUG.
Board Meeting
Wed., Aug. 28

6:30 pm
Residents are encouraged 

to attend.

To produce a warm, personal, engaging and timely community-focused publication 
that creates and nurtures connections among all residents of Park Plazas. Community 

Connections is about people ?  highlighting what makes our neighbors interesting, 
makes them real, and makes others want to learn more about them.

Mission Statement: 

ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions@gmail.com

www.ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions.org

Sharing News/ Creating Connections/ Building Community

Managing Editor:
Content/Copy Editor:  

      Layout/Photo Editor:  
Contributing Editor:

Laurie Glaze
Jane Morris 
Kathy Bell Hargrave
Trudy Eiron

PPCC Staf f  
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