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In mid-June, I was invited to join a tour of the new Presbyterian Santa Fe Med-
ical Center. I was honored to have the chance to learn more about this long-
anticipated addition to Santa Fe?s healthcare system.

The new facility, located at 4801 Beckner Road near the intersection of I-25 and 
Cerrillos Road, is within a 72-acre health park anchored by the Medical Center. 
A hiking and biking trail will connect to miles of trails in the Las Soleras devel-
opment and a healing pathway will offer special features for contemplation, re-
laxation and well-being. 

To say that I was awed by all that goes into building a state-of-the-art facility is 
an understatement. The cabling alone would circle the earth two and a half 
times! I was especially impressed by the attention that has been given to hon-
oring New Mexico, its many diverse cultures, and its unrivaled natural beauty. 
Works by New Mexico artists are featured in the furnishings and décor. There?s 

even a rooftop garden that looks to the mountains ? such a peaceful setting. 

Our southside location puts Park Plazas in almost-equal proximity to Santa Fe?s two hos-
pitals. This seems like a big advantage for people like me and many other residents, who 
are determined to ?age in place? here in our special community. In advance of the Med-
ical Center?s grand opening on October 1, I sought answers to several questions.

Q. What specific advantages might the new Medical Center offer Park Plazas residents?   
A. Presbyterian Santa Fe Medical Center will provide a wide range of services focused on 
improving quality, enhancing the patient experience and lowering the total cost of care. 
We aim to increase choice and expand access to care ?  ensuring that you can stay closer 
to home for your medical care. Initially, we are focusing our clinical programs on areas of 
high need and frequent use. Santa Fe will be the ninth Presbyterian hospital in New Mex-
ico. In addition, there are more than 50 physician clinic locations, including the Presby-
terian Medical Group clinic on St. Michaels Drive.

Welcome to Presbyterian Santa Fe Medical Center!
Enhancing Our Healthcare Options  
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A lifelong artist, she mostly uses oil paint to create small, intimate pieces. But 
Ann Painter (Nieve Plaza) also works in watercolor and acrylic ? and has 
taught both. She often begins en plein air, then returns to her studio, where 
she refines and finishes her rougher starts. Earlier this summer, she 
found herself taping a big piece of paper to the wall to start a new 
piece. ?For the first time in many years,? Ann says, ?I was painting 
BIG and loving it. I could feel my whole body becoming 
involved in the process, and the painting came alive as I 
worked with larger brushes and oil sticks.?  

On October 20, there will be a studio tour featuring artists of 
Park Plazas. For preliminary information, see page 3.  

Ann Painter ? I ndoors and Out

Bill Glaze chats with Manager 
of Nursing Tom Luna, BSN, RN.

A worker installs a window 
overlooking a walkway in 
a double helix shape.



One recent morning, our own Trudy Eiron (Chamisa Plaza) had an unpleasant surprise. As she came into her 
kitchen, Trudy realized there was water on the floor. The leak seemed to be coming from under her sink.  

When the plumber came later that day, he discovered a chewed-up water line to the dishwasher. Oh yes, Trudy 
remembered, her cat Sheldon had brought in a live mouse a week or so earlier. Trudy thought the mouse had 
escaped, but it ended up behind her dishwasher, where it unsuccessfully attempted to survive by eating hose 
fragments. 

After Trudy found the leak, she had the presence of mind to fetch a stepladder and open her mechanical 
closet. Armed with a flashlight, she found the yellow shutoff valve and got the water to her house successfully 
turned off. And that?s the reason we?re telling Trudy?s story. Every Park Plazas resident should know where 
their shutoff valve is located and how to use it. We took some pictures in various mechanical closets around 
the community to help people identify what seem to be typical shutoff valves.  

Some valves are hard to find ?  they may be up high or behind other valves and pipes. Don?t wait until you 
have an emergency ?  take time to learn how to shut off your valve!   

Veterans Day is a national holiday, observed annually on November 11, 
that honors men and women who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
(The armistice that ended World War I took place on November 11, 1918, 
so this year will mark the 100th anniversary of that memorable day when 
peace was finally achieved.) In an upcoming issue, through photos and 
mini-profiles, we would like to show our appreciation to the people of 
Park Plazas who have served our country. Please help us with this special 
feature by sending information to
parkplazascommunit yconnect ions@gmail.com .   

 Calling All Park Plazas VETERANS

OFF posit ion

Helpful TIP
BE SURE YOU?RE WATER SHUTOFF SAVVY  

Eeeeeek, a Leak!!

ofPETS Park  Pl azas
Jojo Kestenbaum 
(Tulipan Plaza) 
with Kevin, her 
precious 
11-week-old 
Westie, who is 
also pictured 
with ?honorary 
grandpa? Keith 
Harrison (Plaza 
de Papagayo).

On Saturday, October 6, at 10 AM, just two days after the 
traditional feast day for St. Francis, Rev. Duchess Dale 
will conduct an animal blessing at our Park Plazas Dog 
Park. Residents and their pets are invited to take part in 
this celebration. (?Love donations? are suggested.) 
Duchess has been Spiritual Director of Santa Fe Center 
for Spiritual Living since January 2016. Even before she 
became an ordained minister, Duchess co-founded and 
directed the Animal Kinship Ministry, an ongoing 
pastoral care outreach program for people and their 
pets. She and her husband Don live in Campanilla Plaza. 
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BLESSING of  the BEASTS

http://parkplazascommunityconnections@gmail.com


- Board Member(s) Absent : Ryan Goodman        
- Number of  Resident s in At t endance: Eight 
- Post ing of  Board Meet ing Documents ? Residents asked for update on posting of 

agendas, financial reports and draft minutes prior to monthly Board meetings. Resident 
volunteered to work with Board on adding these documents to PPCSA website. 

- Short -Term Rentals ? Board presented draft letter to remind residents that Park Plazas is a residential 
neighborhood and short-term rentals (STRs) are not allowed.  Several residents in attendance felt that letter was 
important but that more details ?  including distinction (differences in types of rentals), terms of lease, and 
repercussions for non-compliance ?  should be included. Board asked for a second draft from a resident in 
attendance and agreed to have the Association?s attorney review. Board discussed need for more clarity on City 
of Santa Fe?s licensing and enforcement policies and practices for STRs.  

- July Flood Repairs ? Board stated that directors are working with an engineer to finalize plans for flood control 
work. Board voted to allocate funds ? cost will be approximately $125,000 and will come from reserve funds ? for 
three specific projects: Plaza de Chili, Estrella Plaza and Camino Carlos Rey. Board discussed delaying some 
non-critical maintenance projects in order to maintain reserve fund levels. Board will contact City of Santa Fe to 
determine if City has any financial responsibility for repair work.  

- Reserve Funds Study ? Study is now complete and needs to be posted on PPCSA website. 

AUGUST BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

We?re excited to announce that on Saturday, October 20, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, we will 
sponsor a studio tour involving more than a dozen resident artists here in Park Plazas. Mark 
your calendar and plan to stroll through the neighborhood, visiting many of our talented artists 
in their studios. More information in October Community Connections and on our Events page:  
www.ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions.org/Events.

Judy Tormoen (Lirio Plaza) will be coordinating the studio tour. If you are an artist who would be 
interested in participating, please contact Judy at judytormoen@gmail.com. 

Park Plazas Artists Studio Tour  

Docent- led Tour 
THE SANTA FE 
NATIONAL 
CEMETERY

The Santa Fe National Cemetery is a shrine that 
serves as a reminder of the often-untold stories of 
heroes who helped preserve our freedom. In October, 
just ahead of Veterans Day, we are planning a 
docent-led tour of the cemetery. No date has been 
set, but if you are interested in participating, please 
contact Trudy Eiron at t rudy.eiron@gmail.com .   

 Save the Date!  
 Save the Date!  

NEWS to share?  Let us know!

ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions@gmail.com

PPCC Staf f :  
Managing Editor:  Laurie Glaze
Content/Copy Editor:  Jane Morris
Layout/Photo Editor:  Kathy Bell Hargrave
Contributors:  Trudy Eiron, Sharon Shoemaker

Special thanks to our additional contributors this 
month:  Bill Glaze, Pat Harrison and Joel Tormoen.

SEPTEMBER
Board Meeting

Wed., September 26
6:30 pm

Residents are encouraged 
to attend.

[3]

http://www.ParkPlazasCommunityConnections.org/Events
mailto:judytormoen@gmail.com
mailto:trudy.eiron@gmail.com
mailto:ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com
mailto:ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com
mailto:ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com
mailto:ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com


 

FUN AND GAMES

CREATING CONNECTIONS

One thing we know about Park Plazas: Many residents 
are women who have lost their husbands. Social worker 
Lorie Dwinell (Ristra Plaza) has responded positively to 
requests that she do a healing-focused workshop for a 
group of widows. We are hoping to schedule this 
day-long process workshop (where participants bring 
their own individual concerns) next spring. Lorie plans to 
involve a longtime Seattle colleague who has extensive 
grief-work experience and is herself a widow. 
Registration will be limited, with a small fee to help 
defray expenses. If you are interested, please contact 
Jane Morris at redbird2823@centurylink.net .    

Pétanque ? Bill Glaze, bglaze441@gmail.com  
Pétanque is the French version of bocce. It?s a game of 
skill and strategy played with metal boules. The group 
meets on Thursday and Sunday evenings, starting 
around 6:30, followed by potluck dinner. Lots of fun 
and a great way to make new friends! 

Pickleball  ? Sherri Heuer, sheuer@comcast .net       
This is a new group that is already attracting potential 
pickleball players. Contact Sherri if you are interested 
in joining! 

Senior Hikers -  Charles Cole, char les.cole@q.com  
Charles reports: "The Hiking Group has had three 
energetic outings. Bill Glaze and I went out on the Rail 
Trail from Nine-Mile Road toward Eldorado, and met 
some interesting people along the way, while having a 
good view of the mountains. The next week five of us 
?  Bill, Trudy Eiron, Lucy Foley, my wife Clarice and I ?  
went up the Rail Spur all the way to the main Rail Trail 
on a pleasant morning, enjoying views of the Jemez 
with the smoke gone. The next week, August 24, that 
group plus Joel Tormoen went up the Dale Ball Trail 
toward Piscador Peak. We stopped at the Ridge but 
had some nice views. Joel and Bill took photos of our 
hikers, along with the small flowers still blooming. We 
will continue going up, mostly on Friday or Saturday, 
and if you are interested email me. " 

WIDOW'S WORKSHOP

Hiking the Dale Ball Trail.

Over-90 tennis group 
shows us how it 's done!

What a beautiful day for pickleball!

Players toss boules as the 
opposing team talks trash.
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(Continued from Page 1) 

With a single electronic medical record and coordinated referral processes, our Santa Fe facilities will provide 
easy access to the entire Presbyterian network of care in New Mexico. 
Q. What specialty practice areas will be made available? 
A. Physician and advance practice clinician specialty medical services at our two Santa Fe locations include anes-
thesiology, behavioral health, cardiology, emergency medicine, endocrinology, family medicine, general surgery, 
hospital medicine, internal medicine, neurology, obstetrics and gynecology, orthopedics, pathology, pediatrics, 
podiatry, pulmonology, radiology, urology and others.  We will have an open medical staff model, which means 
community providers can apply to have privileges at the new Medical Center. 

Q. We understand that not all patient services will be available on day one. What services will you open with ?  
and what is the timetable for additional service rollouts? 
A. Great question! When we open on October 1, our services will include: 

- 30 Adult all-private inpatient rooms; 
- A 24/7 Emergency Department and an Urgent Care that share a single point of registration and triage; 
- Surgery and procedure suites;  
- A full suite of radiology services, including CT, MRI, x-ray, ultrasound and bone density testing; 
- Inpatient and outpatient laboratory services; 
- Inpatient pharmacy; 
- A rehabilitation facility offering physical, occupational and speech therapies as well as cardiac and pul-

monary rehabilitation; 
- Telemedicine access to critical care, behavioral health and other specialties within Presbyterian's system;  
- A cafeteria, chapel, meeting spaces and a community teaching kitchen, all accessible to the public;  
- A rooftop healing terrace adjacent to the inpatient floor;  
- A physician office building with a number of medical specialty clinics; 
- Ambulances standing by ? traditional ground ambulance service plus a helicopter on site ? to transport 

patients to another Presbyterian hospital or other medical facility if highly specialized care is needed. 
We are also excited to announce that our six-bed family birthing unit will open in early 2019.  
Q. Please talk a bit more about the benefits to patients of the triage system for the ER and Urgent Care. 
A. The innovative, shared triage entrance to our Emergency Department and Urgent Care will let patients and 

1 - The Santa Fe Medical Center décor features area artists, including soothing photo murals.  2 - The children's 
waiting area is welcoming and colorful.  3 - A nurse's station is outfitted with the latest computers and monitors.

1 ? One of 30 state-of-the-art inpatient rooms, ready for occupancy. 2 ? Cafeteria and lobby furnishings await unwrapping 
and placement. 3 ? The serene, park-like setting includes the Richard H. and Scottie Pierce Terrace of Blessings and Joy.

[5]



The demand for single-story homes in Park Plazas is especially strong, 
meaning that asking and selling prices for these properties (both townhouses 
and standalones) have risen significantly. The prices for two-story and 
split-level homes have risen as well, although the increases haven?t been as 
large. While Lise emphasizes that ?no one has a crystal ball,? she believes that 
?we may see a continued rise in demand and prices for some time in the 
future.? 

If you?re one of the residents who regularly frequent open houses in the 
neighborhood, you?ve probably also observed that time on market has 
dropped dramatically. Several properties have gone under contract in hours ?  
others in a few days or weeks.  

Currently, there are three Park Plazas listings priced at over $400,000. When 
we first got Lise?s update, there were five homes in this category ?  but the one 
on Plaza Amarilla went ?pending? with breathtaking speed and another 
followed. At press-time, the remaining $400,000-plus homes, all on Plaza 
Verde, are the only for-sale listings in the entire community. This ?would have 
been unheard of two years ago,? Lise says. As she headlined the report she 
puts in mail slots, ?Good things are raining down.?  

members walk in and be assessed up-front by a clinician, so they can be treated for their condition in the most 
appropriate setting. This makes care more affordable by avoiding the higher costs of emergency care if an 
individual?s needs can be met with urgent care services.   
Q. Please provide some information about your meeting spaces. We?re thinking about lunch meetings for our 
Community Connections organization, perhaps with speakers or other kinds of presentations from Medical 
Center personnel.  
A. We welcome the community to use our walking paths and bike trail, enjoy our cafeteria, and come for classes 
in our teaching kitchen and community room. We are creating a schedule of cooking classes and wellness events 
for our first months of operation. Beginning in 2019, community groups will be able to use the community room, 
particularly for health and wellness related activities. We look forward to hosting organizations like yours.
Q. Of the 325 people you plan to employ, how many do you estimate will be new to Santa Fe? We?d like to get at 
the impact on the housing market. In particular, Park Plazas is a well-established southside community located 
less than five miles away. Can we expect new professional staff to look at housing here? 
A. So far, 20 of our physicians and advanced practice clinicians, along with 15 to 20 percent of our incoming 
support staff, are from outside of New Mexico. We are delighted to be a new neighbor to you and we look 
forward to introducing our employees to you. We appreciate the warm welcome you have given us. 

As you may have noticed, houses in our community are selling quickly and prices 
continue to skyrocket. So we asked Lise Knouse (Clavel Plaza), who bills herself as 
?Your Park Plazas Specialist,? to give us a real estate update.  

According to her statistics for second quarter 2018, the median home price here in 
Park Plazas was up 9% over first quarter 2018 and 15% over second quarter 2017. 
As Lise puts it, ?Park Plazas continues to outpace the [overall] Santa Fe market. 

Buyers are earnestly looking for what we have!? 

PLENTY OF GOOD NEWS!  

PARTY at the PARK!
You?re invited to preview the new Medical Center at a festive celebration on Saturday, September 22, from 11 
AM to 3 PM at the Medical Center 's park. For more information about the variety of free, fun, family-friendly 

activities being planned, go to santa-fe-medical-center.phs.org/Pages/part y-at -t he-park.aspx.  

Park Plazas Real Estate
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In the wake of our monster July 23 storm, Park Plazas is blossoming ?  
meadows of wildflowers, luxuriant gardens along the walking paths, 
even fruit trees acting like it?s spring. Guessing game: How many of 
these plants can you identify?  Visit our PPCC Photo Gallery for clues: Full bloom

 
www.ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions.org/PhotoGallery.

AGAIN!

https://www.parkplazascommunityconnections.org/flowers-of-park-plazas-late-summer

