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In early January, it was announced that Deirdre Stiles (Orquidea) has been appointed to the PPCSA Board of Di-
rectors. She replaces Ryan Goodman, who resigned last October, and will serve out the last 27 months of Ryan?s 
three-year term. 

At the January Board meeting, several of us had the pleasure 
of meeting and talking briefly with Deirdre before the evening 
got under way. I was sitting close enough that I could hear her 
greeting fellow director Jean Lamunière in fluent French? très 
charmant! 

Deirdre is fairly new to Park Plazas, having moved here in June 
2016 from Asheville, North Carolina. Her ties to the commu-
nity include her parents, Ruth and Charles Stiles (Fresa), who 
are 14-year residents. We were delighted when the three of 
them agreed to be featured in Community Connections. 

During her 15 years in North Carolina and Georgia, Deirdre 
served on numerous boards and executive committees of not-
for-profit organizations, including a neighborhood HOA in At-
lanta. ?When the opportunity to join the Park Plazas board 
came up, I knew I could be of service,? she says. ?And as a rel-
ative newcomer, I would be bringing a different perspective.? 

INTRODUCING NEW PPCSA DIRECTOR DEIRDRE STILES
Serving "the wonderful community we call home?

(Please continue reading on Page 5)
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on your neighbor
SPOTLIGHT

Nasario Garcia ? No More Bingo, Comadre!  
The celebrated New Mexico folklorist and longtime Park Plazas 
resident Nasario Garcia (Papagayo) was at Collected Works 
Bookstore recently to sign copies of his newest book, No More Bingo, 
Comadre! It?s a charming assortment of stories harking back to his 
childhood in the Rio Puerco Valley. There are gypsies and gamblers, 
ranchers and rogues, even his Grandpa Lolo?s gay rooster. No More 
Bingo is a worthy successor to Nasario?s 2015 memoir, Hoe, Heaven & 
Hell: My Boyhood in Rural New Mexico, and his earlier essay collection, 

Comadres: Hispanic Women of the Rio Puerco Valley. For 
more information about this special neighbor, 
check out his website,

Later this year, we plan to host a ?book fair? 
honoring Nasario and other authors of Park Plazas. 
Watch for details in upcoming issues.  

www.nasariogarciaphd.com.

Deirdre (at right) with parents Charles and Ruth

http://www.nasariogarciaphd.com/web_pages/about_nasario.html


[2]

Lise Knouse (Clavel), our Park Plazas real estate specialist, has been out on the walking paths recently, putting 
copies of her yearend report into residents? mail slots. We thought it might be helpful to include a few highlights. 
(When we reviewed Lise?s numbers with her, we all realized that the percentages in her report were not 
calculated correctly. Lise has confirmed that the percentages shown below are accurate? and of course, they?re 
even more impressive!) 

- Here in Park Plazas, the average sales price went from $293,534 in 2017 to $336,385 in 
2018, an increase of 14.57 percent.  

- Over the past five years, the numbers are equally dramatic. Average sales price in 2013 
was $239,275, which means there was a jump of almost $100,000 in the average sales 
price from 2013 to 2018. That?s a 40.58 percent increase. 

- There were 35 homes sold in 2018, compared to 29 the previous year and 23 in 2013. 
- Average days on market decreased 43 percent, from 63 days in 2017 to 44 days in 2018. 

Some of the most desirable single-level properties went under contract almost instantly. 

Lise expects our strong real estate market to continue into 2019. She notes that national 
pundits are predicting a downward shift, but she explains that Santa Fe tends to run a little 
behind national trends. If you?re thinking of selling, Lise suggests ?sooner rather than later? 
to ensure top dollar for your Park Plazas home.  

One of the things Lise emphasizes is the importance of keeping your home updated and 
well-maintained. She believes that ?buyers are more concerned with details and condition 
than ever before. Understandably, it?s the really pristine homes that sell quickly and bring 
the highest prices.? 

Right now, Lise adds, inventory is very tight. (And in fact, as we?re writing this, there is not a single Park Plazas 
property on the Santa Fe multiple listing service.) As we all know, when supply goes down, prices go up. ?Our little 
neighborhood is special indeed,? Lise says. ?People want to live here!? 

For a free market analysis to assess the current value of your home, contact Lise at 505-501-3385 or email her at 
Keller Williams Realty, l iseknouse@kw.com . 

Helpful TIP STREET LIGHTS OUT?  REPORT THEM!

Beginning in January, for street lights that are on city property ?  within Park Plazas, that would be Plaza Blanca, 
Plaza Azul, Plaza Rojo, Plaza Amarilla and Plaza Verde ?  reports of problems must be filed directly with Public 
Service of New Mexico (PNM). Call 888-342-5766, Press 1 for Outages, and then Press 3 for street light outages.  

Here is the information you will need to provide: 

- Street address, e.g., 2852 Plaza Amarilla 
- Closest intersection, e.g., Plaza Amarilla and Plaza Blanca 
- Any other identifying attributes of the street light location, e.g., on the NE corner or on the north side of street 
- Issue -

As this is a new program, residents have been experiencing limited success and quite a few problems with the 
system. We are in the process of compiling ongoing issues and will soon be setting up a visit with our District 4 
City Council member.  Please forward any issues you experience to us: 
ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions@gmail.org.  

NOTE: Street lights that are within the cul-de-sacs and on the walking trails are the responsibility of Park Plazas. 
Residents should report problems to the PPCSA office at 505-471-8809.   

  

 2018 ?  A BANNER YEAR FOR HOME SALES IN PARK PLAZAS 
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- Street light is out at night 
- Street light is on all day 

- Street light is flickering 
- Street light cycles on and off 

http://liseknouse@kw.com
http://ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.org.


ways our neighbors can help us. We just need an 
easier way to connect with them.? 

Here on Santa Fe?s south side, Nextdoor connects 159 
residents of Park Plazas (our email list of subscribers 
to Community Connections is close to the same size) 
with 3,573 people in nearby neighborhoods. Through 
Nextdoor, we recently learned that Max, a 
much-loved Belgian Shepherd dog who had been 
missing since mid-November, was found in Santo 
Domingo and returned to his Bellamah owner. There 
were literally dozens of postings from people who 
were overjoyed by this miraculous news. And a few 
days later, a resident of Pueblos del Sol posted a 
photo of a dog (below) who had wandered into his 
garage; within minutes, another resident identified 
the dog as belonging to his neighbor. Talk about a 
quick ?lost and found? transaction! 

While all this was going on, a Park Plazas resident 
listed a table for sale on Nextdoor, and it soon went 
to a neighbor in Nube Plaza. We also noticed that 
several more people in Park Plazas had signed up to 
be part of Nextdoor. ?Private? or not, this kind of 
community-focused networking has made Nextdoor 
a nationwide phenomenon now valued in billions of 
dollars ?  and it inspires us to do our small part here 
in Park Plazas with Community Connections. 

SOCIAL NETWORKING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD    
At the January PPCSA board meeting, a resident referred 
to Community Connections as a ?private? newsletter. We 
thought this statement warranted a response. From its 
beginning, in May 2018, Community Connections has 
been accessible to the entire community. For a number 
of reasons, including limited resources and the high cost 
of color printing, Community Connections is distributed 
by email to those who provided contact information. 
Our website, ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions.org/ , 
makes the newsletter available to Park Plazas residents 
?  and indeed, to the whole world. While we are 
dedicated to our focus on Park Plazas and its people, we 
are equally committed to open, public dialog concerning 
this special community in which we are privileged to live. 

In considering the resident?s comment, we wondered if 
the definition of ?private? could be extended to include 
?unofficial.? Community Connections is not published ?  
or sponsored by ?  our homeowners? association. It?s a 
team effort by a group of editors (all homeowners in 
Park Plazas) and other contributors. Our goal: to create 
and nurture connections among the people who live 
here. We are ?by the people, for the people and about 
the people,? doing our best to produce a timely, 
interesting, informative and ?  above all ?   
community-focused publication. 

At the same time, it occurred to us that ?private? could 
be taken as a compliment. As the Nextdoor.com 
website makes clear, ?Nextdoor is the private social 
network for your neighborhood. Nextdoor is the best 
way to stay in the know about what?s going on in your 
neighborhood ?  whether it?s finding a last-minute 
babysitter, learning about an upcoming block party, or 
hearing about a rash of car break-ins. There are so many
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CREATING CONNECTIONS

This new "lecture over lunch" series  sponsored by Presbyterian Santa Fe 
Medical Center will begin in May.  We hope to have a table for Park Plazas 
residents, so we can all sit together. Look for details in an upcoming issue.  

OWNERFOUND!

Lunch Life at Presbyterian Hospital Cafeteria44

http://www.ParkPlazasCommunityConnections.org/
http://www.ParkPlazasCommunityConnections.org/
http://Nextdoor.com 
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To Oscar, Andrew & Arturo 
w ith warm appreciat ion for 
taking such good care of 
us al l during these wintry, 
cold months.  Thank you!

 Happy Val ent ine's Day
to Oscar and Crew!

- New Board Member ? Deirdre Stiles has been appointed to the Board to 
serve out the term of former director Ryan Goodman.  

- Communicat ion ? Residents expressed concerns regarding need for better 
communication between the Board and residents, including ?town hall? 
meetings, updated electronic communication tools and extended public time 
at Board meetings.  

- Short -Term Rentals ? Discussion continued on related issues, including the ability 
of the City of Santa Fe to enforce requirements.  

- Bylaws Study Group ? The Group reported that its members met with the directors last week to present 
its recommendations. The Board asked the Study Group to provide information that would identify board 
responsibilities vs. bylaws requirements. The Board and Study Group agreed to continue working on the 
recommendations before presenting them to residents. Among other things, the Group is closely following 
actions related to Senate Bill 150, regarding homeowners? associations, which has been filed in the New 
Mexico Senate.   

- Financial  ? The Board reviewed and approved the PPCSA?s 2019 budget, which includes money for 
re-paving both Estrella and Mariposa Plazas. 

- Management  ? As part of his report, manager Mike Strijek announced that the PPCSA annual meeting will 
be held on March 27, at 7:00 pm, at the Genoveva Chavez Community Center. [Note the new location!] Mike 
described, and the Board discussed, the process for replacing the existing Parcourse exercise equipment 
later in the year. Mike also noted that our cold, snowy weather has resulted in groundskeeping delays, 
including chamisa cutting.  

- Nominat ing Commit t ee ? Chair Jonathan Blakey stated that there are five members on the Nominating 
Committee and that the Committee will interview individuals interested in serving on the Board.   

JANUARY BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

Residents are encouraged 
to attend.

FEBRUARY
Board Meeting

Wed., February 27
6:30 pm

Board Member(s) Absent : None 
Number of  Resident s in At t endance: 20 
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Next month we'd like to feature wildlife images captured in Park Plazas.  
Please share your photos with us!

ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions@gmail.com

mailto:ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com
mailto:ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com
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PPCC Staf f  

Before Asheville, Deirdre spent four years living in the 
south of England. That?s where she got her two cats, 
Snickers and Zorro, who were born in an English barn. 
?We literally plucked them out of the hay when they 
were tiny kittens,? she recalls.  

Deirdre grew up in the Houston area, where her parents 
lived for 41 years before relocating to Santa Fe in 2005.  
While they had dear friends, Trish and Al Judd (both now 
deceased), who lived in Park Plazas, Ruth and Charles 
initially looked at other neighborhoods while spending a 
month in an Eldorado rental home. One by one, they 
ruled out various locations? and ended up buying the 
home they?re still happy to be in. ?It?s even got a view of 
the Sangre de Cristo peaks,? Ruth points out as we sit 
around their dining table. 

There is a music stand in the dining area? and we?re 
soon talking about music. Ruth plays alto sax and is a 
member of the High Desert Saxophone Quartet. She lets 
me know that the quartet is beginning work on pieces it 
will play in November at a First Presbyterian Church 
TGIF concert. The quartet recently performed at the 
Montecito. 

Ruth spent her childhood in the Texas panhandle, while 
Charles was raised in a small mining town in southwest-
ern New Mexico, near Silver City. ?But the jobs were in 
Houston,? Ruth notes. ?And the heat, humidity, pollution 
and traffic,? Charles chimes in with a wry smile. A retired 
lawyer, he practiced real estate and banking law in his 
own small firm, while Ruth worked as a librarian. 

As we chat, it?s plain they both enjoyed Houston?s many 
cultural amenities, which they also enjoy in Santa Fe. ?I 
always had a notion of getting back to New Mexico,? 
says Charles, ?and Santa Fe was high on my list.? Here in 
Park Plazas, he is a regular on the tennis courts and 
Ruth is a devoted trail walker during warmer months. 
They both participate in exercise programs, Ruth at 
Chavez Center and Charles at the Santa Fe Fitness gym 
in Rodeo Plaza. 

For Deirdre, Park Plazas offers her the opportunity to 
enjoy meals with her parents. ?We like to cook together,? 
she says. ?I love it that we?re close enough to be there 
for one another if necessary, but that we also have our 
own lives.?  

Deirdre mentions using the little free library ?  as well 
as the dog park when walking a neighbor?s dog. Clearly, 
she?s gotten to know the community! Now that her own 
daughter and son are grown, she adds that she espe-
cially appreciates the two small children who live close 
to her in Orquidea. 

In addition, she loves to write. Today, Deirdre tells me, 
it?s mainly for pleasure, although in past years she 
edited her Atlanta HOA?s newsletter. She describes one 
element of her communication skill set as ?helping peo-
ple hear each other.? And as our interview wraps up, she 
emphasizes, ?I want to be part of ensuring that Park 
Plazas continues to be the wonderful community we call 
home.?  

(Continued from Page 1) 
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To produce a warm, personal, engaging and timely community-focused 
publication that creates and nurtures connections among all residents of 
Park Plazas. Community Connections is about people ? highlighting what 
makes our neighbors interesting, makes them real, and makes others 
want to learn more about them.

Mission Statement: 

ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions@gmail.com

www.ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions.org

- Jane Morris

PETS
of Park  Pl azas

Welcome to Ellsworth, Beth and Glenn Brocks' handsome new Poodle puppy, currently in agility dog training.

mailto:ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com
mailto:ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com

