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In early 2020, Cathy Kosak (Nube) retired from her long career as an 
executive assistant. She was looking forward to some travel, including a trip 
to Pittsburgh, her hometown, where her parents still live. When the 
pandemic upended her plans, Cathy agreed to take on the part-time role of 
maintaining the PPCSA office. She now works three mornings a week 
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday) from 9 to noon.

?I enjoy helping residents,? she tells me. ?When I?m able to help someone 
with a problem or a concern, I think of all the people who are helping my 
parents as they age.?

Cathy?s mother was a legal secretary, and Cathy grew up wanting to follow 
in her mom?s footsteps. Starting with an administrative assistant job in the 
Pittsburgh Steelers organization, it wasn?t long before Cathy?s talents 
brought her new opportunities. She moved first to Los Angeles; other 

homes have included South Florida and Arizona. ?But Santa Fe turned out to be my favorite place,? Cathy says. 
?I?ve now been in Park Plazas for eleven years.?

One of her long-term positions was as the senior executive assistant to Dr. Armand 
Hammer, the founder of Occidental Petroleum, during the last decade of his life. ?It 
was more than the equivalent of a college education,? Cathy explains. ?He trusted 
me to manage his homes in L.A., New York and Moscow. I also managed the 
Armand Hammer Foundation and the Stop Cancer Foundation, along with his 
personal finances. He told all of his senior associates, ?Everyone deals with Cathy.? 
And I never gave him any reason not to trust me.?

Written down, this may sound braggadocio, but that?s not Cathy?s style. She is quiet, 
low-key and straightforward. Characteristically, when I ask about her Park Plazas 
job, she modestly describes her role as helping resolve ?a little bit of chaos,? and 
helping ?put things on a straighter path.?

 

Last November, Linda Serrato (Lirio) was elected to represent District 45 (which includes 
Park Plazas) in the New Mexico House of Representatives. It was her first run for elective 
office. Six months later, Linda is especially proud of HB250, the legislation she championed 
and got enacted to ensure that all long-term care providers are trained to identify and 
care for residents with early stages of dementia. Linda and her husband Matt Ybarra 
have lived in Park Plazas since 2016. Daughter Alma arrived in June 2017. 
Linda grew up in Southern California. She was part of the first generation in 
her family to graduate from college. And not just any college? she earned her 
bachelor?s degree in Public Policy from Stanford University. Matt and Linda 
were at Stanford together, in several of the same organizations, 

Linda Serrato ?  Representative in Residence
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As spring turns into summer, it?s a beautiful time of year 
throughout Park Plazas. Because of our serious drought, 
fire mitigation continues as the priority for landscaping work. 
Tree trimming and, where appropriate, removal goes on.

The Rake Brigade? a group of energetic, fun-loving 
residents? is out every week spreading mulch chips in an 
effort to keep the soil moist and in place.

The next time you see Landscape Committee members or 
groundskeeping staff? and especially the Rake Brigade in 
action? give them a big THANK YOU! They are all doing an 
incredible job.

P.S. Please remember that the PPCSA has requirements 
for log storage. Firewood can be stacked in the common 
area against your back fence, but can be no higher than the 
fence and no deeper than a single log. Putting a cover over 
your woodpile keeps the wood green, so it won?t burn as 
well, and also encourages rodents to nest under the tarp.
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RAKE BRIGADE AT WORK!

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor for April 23, 2021, 
moderate to exceptional drought now covers almost 40% of 
the United States. As you can see from the map, our entire 
state is in the top three drought categories, with more than 
half of New Mexico? including Santa Fe County? facing 
?exceptional? drought intensity.

We may have had a brief rainstorm or two, but water remains 
in short supply. As part of the effort to preserve this most 
precious resource, the City of Santa Fe has issued stringent 
water-use restrictions: NO OUTSIDE WATERING from 10 
AM to 6 PM, May 1 to October 31. Not only are these 
measures water-wise, but it?s actually better for your plants to 
be watered during the cooler parts of the day. 

There are other restrictions, including limits on car washing 
and rules for hose use. The ordinance also imposes fines for 
water-use violations.

DON?T WASTE A DROP: 
BE WATER- WISE!

You can get more information at: https://www.santafenm.gov/water_use_restrictions#:~:text=WATER%2
0USE%20RESTRICTIONS%3A%20NO%20OUTSIDE,of%20an%20application%20of%20chemicals. 

Art Ireland, Barbara Cataldo, Bill Glaze
Nora Haskins, Marianne Murray



Several weeks ago, I woke to a dismal gray day with 
nothing new to photograph? just ?nothingness??  
green leaves of lilacs with purple and pink blossoms 
long gone. While I was standing at the kitchen sink a 
pair of house finches landed on a branch outside the 
window. Bounced a bit, sang their ?good morning? 
tune, and off they flew. The branch waved goodbye, 
and just as I turned to watch, a beautiful puff and 
glimmer of gold took shape? a sight I?ve never seen 
in my 33 years in this house. Western tanagers!!

For the next few weeks they hung around, storing up 
suet and feed for their trip north. Better yet, the 
tanagers were occasionally joined by black-headed 
grosbeaks. The last pair of tanagers finally headed 
out, leaving me with colorful images of crimson 
splashed on their golden crowns. Orange and lemon 
sherbet? and the greener female of the pair added 
her lime sherbet glow. The birds? curiosity when the 
camera click sounded helped me capture them from 
behind my window door, while they were constantly 
on the alert as to who and what were nearby.

The  author of this charming little essay is Pat Luiken, a talented wildlife 
photographer who lives in Cisne Plaza.  Thanks for sharing, Pat! 

Patricia K. Luiken Photography

what 's in your
backyar d?
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Cathy?s ?sidekick? in all this is 15-year-old Gypsy Rose Lee, a tiny black-and-white 
mixed-breed dog. We talk about not going to the dog park? because Gypsy?s too 
small and my Cisco is a gangster notorious for barking at other dogs. As our 
conversation winds down, hail starts falling and Cathy frets about her tomato 
plants? which she grows from seed? in the community garden. With respect to the 
ongoing WestGate transition, Cathy quickly says she ?appreciates the effort that 
WestGate, the Board and the various committees are putting in. Altogether, it?s a 
yeoman effort. The most I?ve done is occasionally calm the waters.?

but they didn?t meet until they were both studying abroad in Moscow. (Matt is now a nationally recognized 
career counselor at Santa Fe Prep.) The family, including rescue dog Hemingway, enjoys our miles of hiking 
paths. As Linda puts it, ?I love the trails and everyone we meet on them.? She initially came to Eastern New 
Mexico in 2008 as part of Barack Obama?s presidential campaign. After a stint in Washington D.C., she 
returned to Northern New Mexico, advocating for traditional communities. Linda is now happy to be 
representing south-side families in a legislature that is majority female and includes a number of working 
moms and dads. The Roundhouse seems like the perfect place for Linda today.

THANK YOU
to our Community Connections sponsors 

whose support  will enable us to cont inue 
growing and enhancing out reach!
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Cathy Kosak, continued from page 1

Linda Serrato, continued from page 1

Our friend, neighbor and generous sponsor Karen Hyatt 
(Manzana) runs a business called Estate Pros. Her company, 
which provides services for dealing with the possessions of a 
deceased person or in similar situations, is marking its tenth 
anniversary this year.

Karen recently sat down for an interview that starts out from the 
perspective of a baby boomer whose elderly parents are 
downsizing for a move to assisted living. Whether you?re 
thinking of estate planning for yourself, for a parent, or from the 
standpoint of kids, grandkids or siblings, we believe you?ll find 
this 12-minute interview both informative and thought-provoking. 
Karen covers subjects like doing an inventory, finding 
paperwork, passing along precious family photos and other 
heirlooms, and how long it can take to fully process an estate 
and its contents. Here?s a link to Karen?s interview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAupxQDnmss.

In addition to celebrating ten years in service to Northern New Mexico, Karen is delighted to announce that 
Estate Pros has a new Santa Fe office location, 1640 Old Pecos Trail, Suite B.

12 MINUTES YOU WON?T WANT TO MISS

Estate Planning with Karen Hyatt



Bruce Bender  (Molino) first lived in Park Plazas as a homeowner in 2005-2006. When it came time to 
retire, he moved back in early 2016. Bruce says his background in land use planning makes him ?comfortable 
in our covenant-controlled community,? pointing out that our CC&Rs represent ?a departure from Santa Fe?s 
traditional laissez-faire approach to planning and zoning.?

Shortly after he joined the Board in late 2020, Bruce was asked to assume the position of vice-president. He 
believes it?s a good fit, helping deal with various governance issues as they arise. In his brief tenure, he has 
found that the committees ?are working hard and doing a great job, dealing with some thorny issues. 
Supporting their work is an important role for the Board and I am glad to be able to do that.?

Chris Bartsch (Cordero) has lived in Park Plazas for the last five years. He moved to Santa Fe a year 
earlier from Little Rock, Arkansas, and spent those first months in a rented apartment. A registered nurse, Chris 
works for Southwest CARE, the regional health clinic system, as Clinic Educator. He describes himself as 
having a ?strong work ethic,? adding: ?I feel I?m a good listener and can see other people?s perspectives.?

He and his partner have two older dogs and can often be seen out for walks on our network of hiking trails. For 
Chris, one of the best things about Park Plazas is the opportunity to enjoy being outside year-round, including 
the spectacular sunsets.

As to Board service, Chris says he ?chose to serve on the Board to hopefully bring the concerns of my neighbors 
and myself to the Board?s attention.? He sees himself as ?representing my fellow residents in matters that affect 
our community.? His major priorities involve ?promoting decisions that keep Park Plazas a desirable place to call 
home.?

And when asked about the key challenges and opportunities facing Park Plazas, Chris has a one-sentence 
answer: ?Maintaining the atmosphere that has made Park Plazas our chosen home but also keeping up with the 
changing times.? 

In recent months, four new directors have joined the eight-person PPCSA Board. We are 
delighted to include mini-profiles for these board members and to express our appreciation 
for their willingness to serve in this important capacity.

WELCOME, NEW PPCSA DIRECTORS!
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Bob Jacob (Esmeralda) was born in Kentucky and attended the university there before moving to Georgia. 
He is a retired educator who held positions as teacher at the local level, program coordinator/developer at the 
state level, project director at the regional level, and project evaluator at the national level. Bob and his wife 
Robyn are both education consultants in the area of providing comprehensive services to emotionally disturbed 
children. Two daughters are also involved in education. One is a math teacher who was a finalist for Georgia 
Teacher of the Year in 2018. The other manages the theater program at the University of Hawaii in Honolulu. 

After moving to Santa Fe in 2004, Bob and Robyn bought a home in the Dos Griegos subdivision. They have 
lived in Park Plazas since January 2019. In retirement, Bob says, ?I have been able to give time to different 
organizations, and I wanted to become more familiar with Park Plazas.? He found, after joining the Board, that 
he ?really knew very little about Park Plazas and its operations.?

Bob believes that his background has provided him with skills ?in the area of evaluation, both process and 
product.? He continues: ?As a leader/manager, I had legal, financial and operational rules and regulations to 
adhere to? many of which are similar to those in Park Plazas. I have also been fortunate to be a board member 
for a number of organizations, including the Georgia Special Olympics, where I was the chairperson.?

His priorities for Park Plazas flow from this experience: ?While maintaining a well-organized community where 
we respect each other and follow reasonable rules and regulations, we can also become great neighbors and 
friends who look out for and care for the entire community.?

Turning to opportunities and challenges, Bob concludes, ?We need to identify improvements to our community 
that are expected by our homeowners and find ways to implement those expectations.?

Beth Brock (Cordero) was asked to fill in the remaining tenure for a director who left early. Perhaps best 
known for her agility training efforts at the dog park, Beth ?jumped? at the opportunity to join the PPCSA Board. 
?I love Park Plazas,? she says, ?and wanted to lend a hand in keeping it a great place.? 

She promptly volunteered to chair a committee set up to study the parking issue, which Beth describes as ?the 
most constant complaint? she hears from other residents. ?The Board should work on things the residents feel 
are valuable,? she adds. ?Priorities change year to year, but what remains constant is the will of the residents.?

Although Beth and her husband Glenn have owned their house in Park Plazas since 2017, they?ve lived here 
full-time for the past year and a half. She continues to work in IT for a large company, while Glenn has pretty 
much retired. (He has also become an active Park Plazas volunteer.) Back in Texas, their previous home, Beth 
served as volunteer director of the parks board for a small town, where she ?was able to obtain grants for work 
on parks and attracted in a developer who preserved the country landscape.?

Thus it?s hardly surprising that she emphasizes the challenge of maintaining our current landscape in New 
Mexico?s ongoing drought. ?We have a great opportunity with our wonderful Landscape Committee to meet that 
challenge,? Beth says. And she encourages people to get involved, including volunteer work on committees, 
concluding: ?Once you have served on a committee, please step up and run for the Board.? 

Before he retired, Bruce was team lead for environmental policy at the Federal Highway Administration in 
Washington, D.C. Previously he worked in planning and policy positions in Santa Fe and in Vermont. As Bruce 
explains, ?What all these experiences had in common was working with groups of people to plan for the future 
and resolve multi-dimensional issues that affect them in the neighborhoods where they live.?

Here in Park Plazas, he sees the WestGate management agreement ?as an opportunity to deal with some 
long-standing issues in new ways.? One example is resident parking in guest slots. Bruce?s perspective: ?I lived 
for five years in Bellamah, the neighborhood immediately to our north. Many folks have converted their 
garages to gain living space, and some have five or six vehicles parked in the yard or the street out front.? He 
is careful to clarify that Park Plazas isn?t Bellamah? and to argue that we must work to ensure Park Plazas 
does not become more like Bellamah. He views WestGate's professional experience ?as an additional 
resource to help with the issues we do have.?

Wrapping up our virtual interview, Bruce notes he is ?very concerned about the extreme drought we have been 
in since 1999,? noting that Park Plazas used some 20 million gallons of water last year. His challenge to us all: 
?Surely we can do better!?
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LONG MAY IT WAVE!
A NEW FLAG FOR JOE VALDÉS
LONG MAY IT WAVE!

Sunday Af t er noons Ar e f or  Hoop Dancing!
Laurie and Bill Glaze made an exciting discovery one recent Sunday. Here?s her report. 

If you haven?t experienced hoop dancing, plan to spend a summer 
Sunday afternoon on the Plaza (between 3 and 5 PM) watching the 
Lightning Boy Foundation hoop dancers. The hoop is symbolic of ?the 
never-ending circle of life,? and the talented young dancers showcase 
life?s elements in beautiful, awe-inspiring performances.

The Lightning Boy Foundation is a nonprofit organization here in 
Northern New Mexico that provides traditional hoop dance instruction to 
young people ages 2 and up. The foundation?s mission is nurturing 
confidence and integrity through culture and artistic expression.

CREATING CONNECTIONS

Our Park Plazas property manager, Dave Mansure, is a veteran, including service 
as a paratrooper in the Gulf War. When he learned that Joe Valdés (Esmeralda) is 
also a vet, Dave set out to replace the tattered American flag that flew from Joe?s 
flagpole. Fittingly, the new U.S. flag was raised for the first time on Memorial Day as 
neighbors looked on.

Joseph E. Valdés was born into a tradition of public service. His grandfather, 
Manuel Valdés, was Santa Fe?s mayor from 1892 to 1893. Joe graduated from St. 
Michael?s High School in 1948, then served with the U.S. Army in Germany during 
the aftermath of WW2. After returning home, Joe went to work for a paint business 
that he eventually bought. 

Beginning in the 1950s, Joe served his community in many ways, including the 
presidency of the Fiesta Council. He was a member of the planning commission 
when Santa Fe adopted its Historic Styles Ordinance in 1957. Later, Joe was 
elected to the City Council, and in 1972 he became mayor, 80 years after Manuel 
Valdés began his mayoral term. (In all of Santa Fe?s long history, Joe and his 
grandfather are the only two mayors from the same family.)

Joe was honored in 1992 when he was named a Santa Fe Living Treasure. Three 
decades later, we in Park Plazas are honored to have Joe and his wife Bernadette 
as longtime residents of our community.

Both men belong to American Legion Santa Fe Post 1, which donated the new flag.
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Sunday Af t er noons Ar e f or  Hoop Dancing!



Here is an update from Lise Knouse (Clavel), our Park Plazas real 
estate specialist and generous Community Connections sponsor.

Both nationally and locally, real estate is in a frenzy! The average national price is $341,600. which is up 19% 
from this time last year. Single-family homes alone are up 20% from last year. Nationally, supply is down 21% 
and on average each home listed receives five offers.

Park Plazas is no different. Our supply of homes is low to non-existent and demand is high. A year ago, our 
average sales price was $375,091. Six months ago, it rose to $400,000. Three months ago, the average sales 
price was $413,100. Average days on market was only 17.

Real estate is often a person?s single largest investment. While one?s home is and should be sacrosanct, if you 
are making plans to downsize or move closer to family, it is important to consider your smart money play. 
While a frenzied market causes some to make unsound financial decisions, for those who slow down and think 
through all the options, a frenzied market can be a market of opportunity. 

For example, right now is likely the best time to sell your home to get the biggest return. If you are thinking of 
making a change, this could be the ideal time. While prices are higher all over the country, interest rates are in 

the 2.75 to 3.25% range, well below the historical average 6.2%. Low interest 
rates allow you to buy more house for your money. 

One possible opportunity might be to look at a brand-new neighborhood where, if 
you buy early, you get the best price, because builders often underprice initially 
to get sales started. Then, after a few years, when the market changes, you 
could sell at a handsome profit.

Real estate markets are fluid and constantly changing. It is important to look for 
the particular opportunities available in each type of market. Right now, Santa 
Fe? along with the whole nation? enjoys a strong Seller?s market. This means if 
you plan to sell, now is the time! Change is inevitable; only a few years ago we 
had a strong Buyer?s market.

My team tracks local numbers each week. Santa Fe has 
had a steady decrease in its supply of homes since August 
2020, recently hitting a low of 227 total active properties 
available in all of Santa Fe County. For the past month, the 
trend has been slowly reversing to this week?s 268 total 
active and available homes. Is this the beginning of a 
change or just summer enthusiasm? Only time will tell. 

Our Seller?s Market Continues

SIZZLING Summer  Real  Est at e!

2802 Plaza Rojo
(Cereza)
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2992 Plaza Blanca
(Mariposa)

2872 Plaza Amarilla
(Girasol)

2802 Plaza Amarilla
(Tulipan)



Happy Trails .........Happy Trails .........Happy Trails .........

To produce a warm, personal, engaging and timely community-focused publication 
that creates and nurtures connections among all residents of Park Plazas. Community 

Connections is about people ?  highlighting what makes our neighbors interesting, 
makes them real, and makes others want to learn more about them.

Mission Statement: 

Sharing News/ Creating Connections/ Building Community

Managing Editor:
Content/Copy Editor:  

      Layout:

Laurie Glaze
Jane Morris 
Kathy Bell Hargrave

PPCC Staf f  

ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions@gmail.com
www.ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions.org

[9]

Photos taken on Park Plazas streets and paths by Nasario Garcia, Art Ireland,
and Kathy Hargrave.  Submit your photos for our next issue.


