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In September 2015, cellist Carole Whitney bought her townhome in Ristra Plaza. During the 
summertime, she now lives here in Park Plazas while performing in the orchestra of the 
Santa Fe Opera. This year marks her 30th season with the Opera. Currently the SFO is 
rehearsing for its premiere of Leonard Bernstein?s Candide, honoring the famed 
composer?s 100th birthday. Opening night is June 29; Candide likewise 
wraps up the SFO?s season on August 25. (Ticket info: SantaFeOpera.org.) 

Carole spends the rest of her year teaching cello in 
her Southeast Denver studio, where she works 
enthusiastically with students of all ages, beginners 
through professionals. She is also principal cellist for the 
chamber orchestra Pro Musica Colorado and performs with the 
Colorado Symphony, Opera Colorado, and the Colorado Ballet. In addition, Carole creates 
collage and mixed media pieces? inspired by handmade papers, the visual movement of 
music and what she calls ?the mystery of layering.?  While in Santa Fe, she finds beauty 
and spirituality along our Park Plazas walking paths, often accompanied by her new little 
dog Cali. Learn more of Carole?s music and art-filled life at CaroleWhitney.com. 

Carole Whitney -  Summer Strings

If you?re relatively new to Park Plazas, you may not know that Hana Hanleigh was our PPCSA manager for five 
years, beginning in December 2009. She was the last manager (at least for now) to be a Park Plazas resident 
and the last to work from her home office. The present-day manager?s office was opened during her tenure. 

Hana came to Santa Fe from California, where she lived in the Bay Area for much of her 
adult life. A friend of her longtime partner, Roy Friswold, recommended Park Plazas ?  
and they liked its southside location, closer to the Institute of American Indian Arts where 
Hana was working in HR. But she initially thought of Relampago Plaza as ?Shabby Acres? 
because the landscaping needed so much attention. During her first 
months as manager, Hana and Roy lived in Girasol and Yucca while 
the home she had bought in Orquidea was being remodeled. They 
are now renting in Cisne, hoping to buy another place in Park Plazas 
when their lease is up. 

Hana is still actively landscaping and gardening, giving generously 
of her time and talent to help friends with their outdoor spaces. 

This year, she and Roy are tending a bed at the Community Garden. They are both 
vegans and looking forward to their first produce later this month? although Hana 
jokes that they?d have to work eight or ten beds to come even close to meeting their 
all-veggie dietary needs. 

Today, Hana remains proud of her accomplishments as PPCSA manager. ?I knew there were lots of 
trees in trouble,? she says. ?I brought in arborists and pest control people, who helped many of the 
trees recover. I was determined to make Park Plazas beautiful again. Working with the Landscape 

HAIL TO HANA HANLEIGH!
Landscaper Extraordinaire in Our Community of a Thousand Trees 
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Join your neighbors for a dessert social at the Ramada before the show!  Bring  
a sweet to share with old friends and new.  And don't forget your chairs and 
beverages. Santa Fe?s annual 4th of July fireworks are a high-flying, 
eye-popping display that is launched from Santa Fe Mall.  It starts at dark, 
approximately 9:30PM.  See you there!

Enjoy desserts at 8:00 PM & view the fireworks from Park Plazas common area!  
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Like us, our pets are also at risk for 
dehydration and heat exhaustion. In her 
cooling suit, Ati can enjoy these hot 
summer days! 

PETS

On June 10, dozens of neighbors and friends 
attended a memorial get-together for Wally, 
a West Highland Terrier who belonged to JoJo 
Kestenbaum (Tulipán Plaza). Rev. Duchess 
Dale conducted the special service, which 
included a blessing for the numerous dogs, 
big and small, that came to pay their 
respects. In addition to his loving, 
grief-stricken mom, Wally is survived by his 
Westie ?brother? Alvin. We extend our 
deepest sympathy. RIP, irrepressible, 
irresistible, irreplaceable Wally. 

In Memoriam

Staying Cool!

Park  Pl azas

- New Year 's Day, January 1 
- Inauguration Day, January 20 
- Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday, third Monday in January 
- Lincoln's Birthday, February 12 
- Washington's Birthday, third Monday in February 
- Easter Sunday (variable) 
- Mother 's Day, second Sunday in May 
- Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in May 
- Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), last Monday in May 
- Flag Day, June 14   
- Independence Day, July 4 
- Labor Day, first Monday in September 
- Constitution Day, September 17 
- Columbus Day, second Monday in October 
- Navy Day, October 27 
- Veterans Day, November 11 
- Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in November 
- Christmas Day, December 25 
- State holidays    

For more information: 
https:/ /www.infoplease.com/when-and-how-display-us-flag

Helpful TIP
WHEN TO FLY THE AMERICAN FLAG

    The flag can be displayed on all days, but in particular 
    it should be flown on: 
     

DOGGIE DANGER
Cars heat up even if the windows are down. 
Temperature inside can rise as much as 20°- 30° 
within 10 minutes, causing doggie heat stroke. 
Not only is it dangerous for your dog, but it 's 
illegal and you could be fined up to $500. 

If you love them, please leave them at home. 

More info:  www.NMSHAP.org 

DOGS CAN DIE IN HOT CARS!

th4    of JULY FIREWORKS and HIGH DESERT DESSERT SOCIAL!
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JUNE BOTANICAL GARDEN TOUR

CREATING CONNECTIONS
CULTURE OVER COFFEE

NEED A NOTARY?

JUNE RAMADA HAPPY HOUR

Contact your Park Plazas neighbor, Trudy Eiron 
(Chamisa Plaza):  trudy.eiron@gmail.com. 

Charles Cole (Orquidea Plaza) would like to bring 
folks together who enjoy discussing recently 
attended events such as the Santa Fe operas, 
Indian Market and Spanish Market. If you would 
enjoy being part of this, please email us at: 
ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com.  

Neighbors met for Community Connections? first  
Happy Hour on June 10.  It was a great chance to 
catch up with friends and meet new neighbors. 
Residents brought their favorite beverage and an 
appetizer to share in the shade of the Ramada. 
Watch for upcoming events in future issues.

GATES OF PARK PLAZAS
A future issue of Connections will include a photo 
essay of special gates in our community.  Nominate 
yours or your neighbor 's to be included by emailing: 
ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com.

On June 22 Park Plazas neighbors were treated to a 
docent-led tour of the Botanical Gardens on Museum 
Hill.  We were introduced to plants, cacti and 
succulents native to NM as well as a history of how 

other species came to thrive here.  The cozy 
amphitheater surrounded by greenery 

opened last year to Shakespeare in the 
Park.  We look forward to this year?s 
production in August.  

A preview. Our community has three main governing 
documents: Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and 
Covenants. Find them at parkplazas.com, About 
Us/Documents.  Our Bylaws have not been amended 
since the community was founded in 1975.  Recently, 
residents have discussed the need to review 
processes and procedures in light of current best 
practices and the first-ever New Mexico 
Homeowners Association Act (2013).  

The resulting Study Group is focused on (1) 
increasing understanding of HOA governance among 
residents and (2) producing results that will enhance 
the entire Park Plazas Community while preserving 
its uniqueness.  Members are committed to an open, 
transparent, productive, and friendly process, 
including lots of two-way communication.

The Study Group is holding monthly meetings.  If you 
are interested in participating, please contact us: 
ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com  

PPCSA GOVERNANCE 
UPDATE

NEWS to share?
Let us know!
ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com
PPCC Staff:  Laurie Glaze, Kathy Hargrave, 
Jane Morris, Sharon Shoemaker, Trudy Eiron.

PARK PLAZAS STUDIO TOUR!
Planned for Fall.  Email us to be included!

ParkPlazasCommunityConnections@gmail.com

Join your friends and neighbors from Park Plazas on 
Friday, July 20 at 9:00am for a docent-led  
Behind-the-Scenes tour at Santa Fe Opera, to be 
followed by brunch at Tesuque Village Market and a 
visit to Tesuque Glass Works (both optional). 

RSVP by July 15 to trudy.eiron@gmail.com

JUNE
Board Meeting
Wed., June 27

6:30 pm
Residents are encouraged 

to attend.

BACKSTAGE TOURThe Bylaws Study Group gave its initial report 
to the PPCSA?s board of directors on May 23.
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Committee as well as with Oscar and his crew ?  
Christian, Alberto and Juan ?  we accomplished a great 
deal. I thoroughly enjoyed everything we did. We 
always had fun, even on the darkest, coldest days.? 

Two major projects, replacing the perimeter fence and 
installing completely new mailboxes, are part of Hana?s 
Park Plazas legacy. She also oversaw improvements to 
the RV lot and the maintenance yard,  in addition to 
helping develop the off-leash dog court and planning 
for the re-do of the tennis (and pickleball) courts.

Reminiscing about her time as PPCSA manager, Hana 
says there are two things she truly misses: spending 
time with so many residents, trying to solve their 
problems, and working constantly to improve the 
landscaping. Among the people she credits are 
members of the board committees that helped 
spearhead various initiatives during her tenure, 
adding: ?We worked well together to get things done 
for the benefit of the community.? 

Before coming to Santa Fe, Hana lived an 
adventuresome life. She was raised along the 
Idaho/Washington border and earned her degree in 
Education at Eastern Washington State College (now 
University). After teaching briefly in Southern 
California, she applied? and was accepted? to teach in 
Japan. Hana was there for 18 months, from fall 1963 to 
spring 1965. Perhaps her most surreal memory was 
learning of President Kennedy?s assassination from 
young women who spoke no English, at a time when 
Hana knew almost no Japanese. 

After returning stateside, she met and married Tom 
(now her former husband). They soon embarked on an 
around-the-world honeymoon journey. In her late 20s, 
Hana felt her biological clock ticking during their 
travels, and they decided to try for a baby. She recalls: 
?Tom and I were both working, doing dishes and 
peeling potatoes, to make our dollars stretch, so I 
know exactly when Sean was conceived. It was New 
Year?s Eve, our first day off in weeks. Nine months 
later, he was born in a little clinic outside 
Copenhagen.? 

When Sean was six months old, Tom and Hana decided 
to travel the Trans-Siberian Railway? the longest way 

to Japan. ?It was winter, and our baby 
was teething,? she remembers. ?What 
were we thinking?? (Second son Bo 
arrived in March 1973, after they got 
back to San Francisco. He is 30 
months younger than his big 
brother.)  

And there?s now a third-generation 
world traveler. Hana, who had ?totally 
given up on? being a grandmother, 
welcomed her first grandchild (at left) 

in December 2016. Indira was born in Spain, which is 
home to her mother Leti?s family. Sean met Leti in Bali, 
where they were both involved in a yoga seminar. 
They?re now dividing their time between Boulder and 
more exotic locations. Leti and Sean were married up 
in the mountains on a snowy/sunny Colorado day. 
Naturally, the wedding pictures include some 
challenging yoga poses by both bride and groom. 

In a happy coincidence, Roy also became a first-time 
grandparent just days after Indira?s arrival. Roy?s 
daughter-in-law gave birth to Astrid in Arizona. Mom is 
originally from Central America, so another little one 
will grow up bilingual, just as Indira is doing. Imagine 
all the granddaughter photos that are winging their 
way between smartphones! 

When she was approaching 
planned retirement at 65, 
Hana took up painting, 
thinking it would help her 
pass the time. She is 
currently doing a series of 
charming small avian pieces 
that demonstrate both her 
artistic skills and her strong 
interest in birdwatching.  

One recent morning, Hana 
noticed a very long Red Racer snake 
slithering up the tree just outside her 
bedroom window, undoubtedly looking for 
bird?s eggs or tiny nestlings. ?Wow, what a sight,? she 
says. ?I yelled for Roy to come, but by the time he got 
here the snake had looped its way to the ground, 
branch by branch, and was disappearing into the 
underbrush.? 

She seems to know every tree in Park Plazas and 
worries about them in our prolonged drought. The 
piñons are stressed, with piñon needle scale especially 
rampant. Hana says to water, but not overwater, and 
recommends a dormant oil spray to keep the scale 
from spreading. She adds: ?Hopefully the trees will 
recover. When I was manager, we saved a lot of trees 
that I never thought would survive.? 

For me, Hana has become one of the new friends who 
make life in Park Plazas special. And for all of us, her 
many contributions to our ?green? community will be 
valued for years to come. 

(Continued from Page 1) 

- Jane Morris


