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Thanks to the considerable efforts of Nancy Downs and Don Combs, we have a Certified Wildlife 
Habitat right here in Park Plazas. The area stretching all around their Luna Plaza home (together with 

several neighboring townhouses) has been recognized by the National Wildlife 
Federation for its role in providing four habitat components ?  food, water, cover and 
places to raise young ?  especially designed to attract birds, butterflies, bees 
and other pollinators. The front lawn has become a mini-meadow planted 
with wildflowers and herbs. Unlike the grasses in a conventional 
lawn, native plants provide wildlife habitat and require no pesticides, 
fertilizers or mowing. Water use throughout the habitat is 
surprisingly low, especially as the seasons pass and the native plants 
are able to thrive without a lot of watering. Nancy encourages other 
residents to join in, dreaming of a day when all of Park Plazas could be 
certified under the Federation?s Community Wildlife Habitat program. Given our existing infrastructure, it 
wouldn?t be all that difficult to achieve if everyone pitched in. As Nancy points out, ?Even a pot of petunias 
or a birdbath will help.? For more information, go to www.nwf.org/garden-for-wildlife.

Nancy Downs? Wildlife Gardener 

on your neighbor
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 Saluting Multi-Talented Twin BERNETTE JARVIS 

Back in 1955, identical twin sisters Bernette 
and Beverly Nystrom set off for Santa Fe in 
their 1954 Chevy. Raised on a dairy farm in 
Litchfield, west of Minneapolis/St. Paul, 
they were 18 and had just graduated from 
high school. The plan was to stay until 
spring ?  ?We knew there had to be a bet-
ter life than six months of winter in Min-
nesota,? Bernette says ?  but 64 years later, 
both sisters are still here. It?s our pleasure 
to introduce Bernette Jarvis, who has lived 
in Park Plazas since 2015. 

The twins quickly became Harvey Girls. Be-
cause they were too young to serve alcohol, 
they worked breakfast and lunch shifts at 
La Fonda. Talking with Bernette today, it?s 
easy to imagine how vibrant and charming 
these identically dressed young women 
must have been. While their most relevant 
experience was working in the employee 
cafeteria at the Green Giant canning fac-
tory, Bernette emphasizes, ?Having been 
raised on a farm, we were accustomed to 
hard work.? 

From their rented apartment, Bernette and 

Beverly would walk to work each morning. 
They used La Fonda?s service entrance to 
access the basement room in which they 
changed into freshly laundered and 
starched white uniforms. ?The hotel pro-
vided everything except white stockings 
and shoes,? Bernette recalls. ?And if you got 
the tiniest drop of coffee or food on your 
uniform, you?d have to run downstairs and 
change into a clean one.? 

It wasn?t long before she had her first date 
with Glen Jarvis, who had come to Santa Fe 
from his native Oklahoma to work con-
struction. Bernette chose to end her wait-
ressing career when she and Glen tied the 
knot in 1958. (Beverly married Jim Ireland 
about a year later.)

Glen became a custom home builder. In 
1975 ?  the same year developer Walt 
Chapman founded Park Plazas ?  the Jarvis 
family moved into a spacious house Glen 
had built on 10 acres out beyond Quail 
Run. ?My husband and Walt Chapman were 
working in the same era,? Bernette says 
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with a twinkle in her eye, ?but doing completely different things.  I remember Glen would mention running 
into Walt at the lumber yard. Glen was selecting boards for a project ?  and he?d joke that Walt would buy the 
rest of the lumber in the yard for all the houses springing up in Park Plazas.? 

Bernette and Glen raised three daughters during their 56-year marriage. Carrie now lives in Montrose, 
Colorado; Brenda resides in Dallas; and youngest daughter Ronda is in St. Augustine, Florida. There are five 
grandchildren. 

Both Bernette and Beverly (who was widowed young) had small drapery-making businesses while their kids 
were growing up. ?I started out sewing for her,? says Bernette, ?but we became friendly competitors after I 
recognized that I was a ?people person? who really 
needed to be interacting directly with my customers.? 

For the last 15 years, both sisters have volunteered at 
the Hospice Thrift Store on Cerrillos Road. Bernette 
explains: ?It?s my way of giving back to the community, 
and it?s a wonderful organization with 40 special 
volunteers.? 

After Glen died in 2014, Bernette decided to sell their big 
house. Given the long professional relationship Glen had 
with Walt Chapman, it was a ?natural? for Bernette to 
look at properties in Park Plazas. A year later, in 
September 2015, she moved into her single-level home 
in Papagayo.  

It?s there that Bernette serves tea and pastries when 
Kathy Hargrave and I visit with her. We enjoy a lively 
hour learning more about Bernette?s family ?  and about 
Fred Harvey?s amazing enterprise. (Both sisters have 
remained active in the Harvey Girls network. They were 
featured in a recent TV interview on CBS Sunday Morning, 
and they also take part in annual Harvey commemo- 
rative weekends, which began in 2010.) 

Like Bernette and so many others in Park Plazas, 
including my Community Connections colleagues, I enjoy 
giving back to Santa Fe through volunteer work, such as 
writing and editing for this newsletter. It was a genuine 
privilege to meet Bernette ?  and I hope our paths will 
continue to cross. ?  Jane Morris

This is the perfect month to feature Bernette 
Jarvis. Another historic Fred Harvey hotel, 
the long-neglected Castañeda on the railroad 
line in Las Vegas, NM, has just reopened 
after intensive restoration. It was Harvey?s 
first trackside hotel ?  built in 1898 and 
closed in 1948 ?  the beginning of his 
hospitality empire. I had a chance to tour the 
Castañeda early in the rebuilding process, 
thanks to two other Park Plazas friends, so 
I?m eager to see it now. For a preview, link 
out to the website,  castanedahotel.org.

?  Jane

FRED HARVEY'S LEGACY 
LIVES ON

Bernette poses for publicity photos for La Fonda (photos 1 & 4) and with her sister in front of La Fonda, circa 1955 
(photo 2).  They also appeared in the Harvey House Reunion feature on CBS Sunday Morning in February (photo 3).

THANK YOU
to our Community Connections sponsors 

whose support  will enable us to cont inue 
growing and enhancing out reach!
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CREATING CONNECTIONS

Some of our neighbors have asked about glass recycling within Park Plazas, so we 
wanted to share one plaza?s current efforts.  

Chamisa Plaza has nine homes. On the first Wednesday of each month, Bill Glaze 
puts two blue tubs outside his garage. He sends an email to his other cul-de-sac 
neighbors, and the bins remain out until Thursday afternoon. Bill keeps the tubs in 
his garage until they are full and then takes them to the recycling center.  

It's an easy-to-manage project and one that contributes to a cleaner environment! 

GLASS RECYCLING:  HOW WE DO IT

Check out our new Facebook page!  Newsletters, photos and events are listed.  Upcoming  events 
to look for:  Fourth of July Dessert Social and our Park Plazas Artists Studio Tour in October.  
www.facebook.com/Park-Plazas-Community-Connections-2330757980529860/?modal=admin_todo_tour

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

When she and Don Combs first moved into their home in Luna Plaza, 
the community?s style was so regimented that it reminded Nancy 
Downs of an Army base. Today, their back gate is part of a 
welcoming scene, including wind chimes and a screened window for 
Mako the Australian Shepherd. Don built the new fence; Nancy 
painted the gate red and added colorful pots. You?ll find this gate 
alongside the children?s play area, on the path that cuts through from 
Piñon to Cereza. 

As you turn onto Plaza Rojo, watch for the blue gate a few doors up on the left. It has two 
vertically connected screened openings ?  and if you?re lucky, Eddie (an 
Australian Cattle Dog) and Molly (a shelter mutt) will be watching from the 
lower window. Reid Michaels originally built the gate for the household?s two 
Greyhounds ?  and after they were gone, he created the second opening for 
the new additions. Reid also made the gate for the front entrance of his 
Molino Plaza home. 

of Park  Pl azas

Designed for Dogs
GATES
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Time flies when you?re having fun? so we?re excited that this issue of Community Connections is ?lucky #13,? 
marking the beginning of our second year of publication. We very much appreciate the support we?ve 
received from so many Park Plazas residents, and we look forward to doing even more to fulfill our goal of 
?Sharing News/Creating Connections/Building Community.?  

Back in 2018, we picked five unique Gates of Park Plazas and showcased three of them over the course of 
our first year. Below, we complete our Gates series with a ?double feature? of two dog-friendly gates and 
fences. Enjoy!  

IT'S YEAR TWO (!!) FORCommunity Connections

https://www.facebook.com/Park-Plazas-Community-Connections-2330757980529860/?modal=admin_todo_tour


Helpful TIPs
It?s spring, which means that trees and plants are beginning to pop into bloom ?  and many of us are ready 
to get our hands in the dirt.  McCumber Fine Gardens is a landscaping company here in Santa Fe that is 
owned and operated by Kendall McCumber, a longtime local gardener and garden designer. Her 
company?s website, https://santafegardening.com/spring-gardening-in-santa-fe/, is a useful resource for 
gardening in our area. We also enjoy Kendall?s blog, https://santafegardenblog.com/, which contains recipes 
and more beautiful photos. 

Down and Dirty

Wildlife gardener Nancy Downs has a pet peeve: folks who water their trees at the trunk rather than at the 
roots, where all the growth is taking place. She suggests hoisting an imaginary umbrella over your tree and 
visualizing where the rain would fall. That?s the dripline, where you should be watering. You can use a small 
sprinkler, bubbler or a soaker hose ?  it doesn?t take a fancy underground drip system ?  but the trick is to 
apply water slowly all around each tree?s dripline. Here?s a typical website if you need more guidance: 
https://www.gardeners.com/how-to/when-to-water-trees/7931.html. 

Water Trees at Dripline
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Sharing News/ Creating Connections/ Building Community

To produce a warm, personal, engaging and timely community-focused publication 
that creates and nurtures connections among all residents of Park Plazas. Community 

Connections is about people ?  highlighting what makes our neighbors interesting, 
makes them real, and makes others want to learn more about them.

Mission Statement: 

ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions@gmail.com

www.ParkPlazasCommunit yConnect ions.org

Managing Editor:
Content/Copy Editor:  

      Layout/Photo Editor:  
Contributing Editor:

Laurie Glaze
Jane Morris 
Kathy Bell Hargrave
Trudy Eiron

PPCC Staf f  

APRIL BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Board Member(s) Absent: None 
Number of Residents in Attendance: 2 

- Election of Officers ? Unanimously elected four PPCSA officers: Richard 
White, president; Gary Lutes, vice president; Arnold Valerio, treasurer; Drew 
Shurbet, secretary. 

- Financial ? Arnold briefly summarized first quarter results, noting that the Association?s financial picture 
?looks optimistic.?  

- Communication ? Board discussed desirability of issuing a simple quarterly report (starting with second 
quarter) that would present ?a picture of where we are,? covering both financial and non-financial topics, 
including statements of philosophy, such as why we have a reserve fund. 

- Management ? Manager Mike Strijek reported on the Mariposa Plaza re-pave, which was completed in five 
days and ?went very well,? slightly over budget because some additional base-course material was required. 
The Estrella re-pave is expected to be completed before the end of April. Spring cleanup continues, 
including annual sewer jetting the first week of May. 

- Architectural Control Committee ? On behalf of new ACC chair Reid Michaels, Gary mentioned several 
applications for new projects and the upcoming annual inspection. 

- Individual Issues ? Board and Manager discussed in detail two different situations involving individual 
resident/owners (Fresa and Nube) and reached basic consensus on how best to proceed.  

MAY
Board Meeting
Wed., May 22

6:30 pm
Residents are encouraged 

to attend.
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