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Steps to follow to help discourage rodents from your backyard include: 
 

1. Eliminate Food Sources: 
o Store pet food in airtight containers. 
o Clean up spilled birdseed and keep feeders clean. 
o Harvest ripe fruits and vegetables promptly. 

2. Remove Shelter: 
o Trim back overgrown vegetation and bushes. 
o Clear away debris like piles of wood, leaves, or stones. 
o Fill in any burrows you find. 

3. Seal Entry Points: 
o Inspect fences for gaps and repair them. 
o Block any holes in walls or foundations near your home. 

4. Use Natural Repellents: 
o Plant mint, lavender, or other strong-scented herbs. 
o Sprinkle cayenne pepper or garlic powder around the perimeter. 

5. Install Barriers: 
o Use hardware cloth or wire mesh to cover vents and openings. 
o Consider installing a fence that goes at least a foot underground. 

6. Encourage Predators: 
o Create a welcoming environment for natural predators, like owls or hawks, by installing 

birdhouses or perches. 
7. Regular Maintenance: 

o Keep your yard tidy and regularly check for signs of rodent activity. 
o Dispose of garbage properly and keep trash bins sealed. 

8. Monitor for Signs: 
o Look for droppings, burrows, or gnaw marks to catch potential issues early. 

 
By combining these strategies, you can significantly reduce the likelihood of rodents making your 
backyard their home! 
 


