
     Let?s talk more about ?appearances?.

Clean-Up Day

The weekend of October 22-23rd we?ll resume 
something that, as I?ve gone through Board Minutes 
from the inception of our community, I?ve found 
used to be a tradition: a community-wide clean-up 
day. If the response is positive, we?ll explore having 
one annually in the spring and another in the 
autumn.

We will distribute more detailed information about 
the event via email and flyer on Wednesday 
October 19th. However, the focus will be helping 
residents discard 3 types of materials ? yard 
debris, hazardous materials and small 
household electronics with recyclable 
components (that will go to Goodwill Industries). 
Construction materials, furniture and appliances will 
not be collected.

We?ll ask that discards be placed in front of homes, 
separated by category, by 9:00 a.m. on Saturday 
October 22nd (other than in the event of rain, in 
which case that will shift to Sunday). Weather 
permitting, any time after 7:00 p.m. the evening 
before the event is fine, too. Place discards where 
you ordinarily place your trash and recycling bins 
for weekly trash pickup.

To help us properly staff and equip the event, 
please let us know if you anticipate participating. To 
do that, click here. If you receive this in hard-copy 
form, email officemanager@parkplazas.org. 
Letting us know does not commit you to 
participating but will help us gauge the expected 
level of participation for planning purposes.

Some residents may have heavy materials to 
discard and need help ? for example, a partially 
filled 5-gallon paint can in the garage. If that?s you, 

please call Cathy Kosak at the Association?s 
office (505-471-8809) by Wednesday, October 
19th, and let her know.  We will provide 
assistance the morning of the event.

Our Own Properties

The ?appearance? of our homes, garages, fences, 
gates, and grounds matters as well. During 
October, the volunteer members of the 
Architectural Control Committee will reinspect the 
91 properties that were notified after the spring 
inspections of maintenance chores needing 
attention to verify compliance. If you see them out 
doing their work, please thank them for their time 
and energy. Their work is crucially important for our 
quality of life and property values. Too, through the 
ACC?s pursuit of its mission, we keep Park Plazas 
as a ?destination? in the minds of folks who are 
house-hunting in Santa Fe.

The Grounds

Finally, ?appearances matter!? with respect to our 
Common Area.This summer?s strong monsoon was 
both a blessing and a curse. A ?blessing? in the 
sense of all the beautiful flowering plants and native 
grasses that fulsomely grew and the watering our 
trees received; a ?curse? in the sense of taxing the 
time and energy of our shorthanded grounds crew. 
However, in the past few weeks, Oscar and Arturo 
have done a yeoman?s job of making our 
community look good overall. Again, if you see 
either of them, stop for a moment and thank them 
for a job well done.

Comments? Concerns? Let me know at 
president@parkplazas.org.

Tom Carr, President
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1. Update on TOPS[One] & Zego/PayLease 
AutoPay service: We were advised the last week 
of August that a software patch had been 
installed that would fix the issue. The absence of 
automatic transaction activity from Zego 
indicated otherwise. A new case with Zego and 
TOPS was created and escalated to a higher 
level of support. 

2. Through further discussion, we learned another 
payment option is available that was not 
available when we were on-boarding with TOPS. 
This will be tested on a limited basis during 
October. In the meantime, TOPS tech support is 
continuing to look for a solution to the existing 
problem.

3. RV Lot Burglary ? sometime between the last 
week of August and the first week of September 
burglars cut through the fence on Paseo de los 
Pueblos and the RV Yard chain link fence to gain 
access to the RV Yard. At least 2 catalytic 
converters were stolen. An email alert went out to 
those registered for RV Yard access to check 
their property. The fences were immediately 
repaired.

4. The updated membership directory will be 
available later this month.

5. Twenty-nine properties have changed hands so 
far this year.

6. The Ground's Crew have the Fall Clean-up Day 
on their calendars. 

Richard White
CommunityManager@ParkPlazas.org
Office: (505) 471-8809  Cell: (505) 396-0028

Manager's ReportBoard Notes
At its regular meeting Wednesday, September 28th 
the Board

- changed the name of the former 
Communications Committee to Park Plazas 
News Committee and designated Laurie Glaze 
as Chair,

- heard and accepted as filed reports from 
various Committees and the Manager,

- received an update from those working on the 
cul-de-sac signage upgrade or replacement 
project on recent developments,

- was briefed by the Community Manager on the 
unresolved problems associated with making 
ACH payments through Zego AutoPay,

- was briefed by the President on preparations 
for the October 22nd community-wide clean-up 
day,

- discussed an inventory that had been prepared 
of violations of requirements of various kinds 
relating to fencing, gates, garage doors, stucco 
and trim, which is to be the subject of 
discussion by the Board once the 
recommendations of the Architectural Control 
Committee have been received,

- discussed the results of 3 early morning counts 
of vehicles parked in the Common Area with 
and without parking permits, which is to be the 
subject of discussion by the Board at a future 
meeting when it revisits the issue of parking 
policies; and

- continued discussion of issues presented by 
short-term rentals, how to monitor for them, 
and what steps are to be taken if any are 
discovered in the community.

I t's that time of year  again!
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The Community Garden at sunrise
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Trash & Recycling Trucks and our Cul-de-Sacs
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The City of Santa Fe operates a fleet of trash and recycling collection trucks throughout Santa Fe's winding and 
narrow streets with finesse and efficiency. The service they provide is invaluable and makes a difference for us all. 

A typical fully loaded trash truck can weigh as much as 65,000 pounds; empty they're around 30,000 pounds.  
Having that kind of weight on our cul-de-sac surfaces - 8 times a month - creates a lot of wear and tear. 

Something we can do to help reduce the wear and tear 
from these behemoths is give some extra thought to how 
we place our bins for pick-up and place them with the 
driver's perspective in mind.  As you think about this, 
remember they load from their right side.

If your cul-de-sac is narrow and long, placing the bins 
along the narrow side means the driver will have to drive 
in from the side and back up, turn the wheels, and drive 
forward (maybe a few times) just to get in position to 
pick-up and empty the bins; and will probably have to 
repeat the process to drive out. 

To reduce the back-and-forth wheel turning necessary to 
make those short turns, line the bins up on the long side 
of the cul-de-sac so the trucks can drive in, load-up and 
back out.  

Another important consideration is the distance 
between the bins. The City recommends 3' in between 
and when they're too close together, adjacent bins 
can be knocked over or tipped over and damaged 
when returned to the ground; plus it slows the drivers 
down as they have to adjust the position of their lifters 
to cleanly lift and dump each bin.

The bins in the top left image are too close together 
and are on the short side of the cul-de-sac. The bin 
lineup below looks to work well and allows the driver 
to easily empty 7 bins.  

Over the long term, being thoughtful on how we line 
up our bins for collection will extend the useful life of 
our cul-de-sac surfaces and help the Association, and 
you, save money.

Residents of this cul-d-e-sac 
moved their bins to the street.



PARK PLAZAS COMMUNITY SERVICES 
ASSOCIATION
Office: Rodeo Plaza

2801 Rodeo Road, E-1
Santa Fe, NM  87507

OfficeManager@parkplazas.org 
(505) 471-8809

BOARD of  DIRECTORS
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Bruce Bender, VP

Chris Bartsch,Treasurer
J.D. Bullington, Secretary

Mary Dolman
Irene Epp
Bob Jacob

Peter Whitman

Richard White, Community Manager
Cathy Kosak, Office Manager

PPN is prepared by the
Park Plazas News Committee

Laurie Glaze, Chair

Wednesday, October 26
6:30 PM

~ in-person, Rodeo Plaza Office ~
(Proof of vaccination and booster required to attend.)

Community input is invited 
at the beginning and end of the meeting.

Download the Board Packet 2 days before meeting:  
www.ParkPlazas.org

October  
Board Meeting
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An often forgotten fact about the Manager?s 
Office is its lost and found function. Though we 
don?t get many calls, we do get them and people 
bring over what they?ve found. 

If you find something or have lost something, 
please remember to call 505-471-8809.          
We have a box. 

Orb-weaver spider's web,
on the common area, near the meadow

From the Architectural Control Committee...

Please remember to file an application with the ACC 
before making an improvement to your property. As 
stated in the Covenants, the ACC has 30 days to 
respond. We try to respond within five days, but 
sometimes the 30 day period is needed for further 
discussion or to get questions answered.

Please submit your applications in a timely fashion and 
allow for the time needed to process your submission. 
The ACC is a volunteer committee of your neighbors. 

Thank You!

The Back Page

Bruce Bender, ACC Chair
ACC@ParkPlazas.org
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